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Our Vision Statement is 

 To be nationally acknowledged as the Museum of the 
Trolleybus and to entertain, educate and give excellent 

value and service to our visitors. 

 

and portrays exactly why The Museum exists and how the Company and The 
Museum should be run. All considerations, decisions, directives, policies, processes 
and actions of the Directors and the Members must be focused to meet this end. 
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NUMBER 100 January 2016 
. 

A PERSONAL VIEW FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK 

Having only been responsible for the past 16 
editions of Sandtoft Scene, I don’t regard the 
100th issue as a personal milestone, but 
rather one which provides a timely 
opportunity to reflect on our continuity of 
publication over 29 years – or actually 30 
years, as explained in the article on page 4 
by Andrew Fieldsend, our first editor. We 
have further reminiscences to share and I am 
grateful to another two former editors for their 
recollections on page 8. 

Although the cover of our magazine declares 
its content to be “News and Views” - and it is encouraging that there is usually 
plenty of news to report - I don’t receive any contributions in the category of 
“views” these days. This I find rather surprising, especially looking back over my 
archive copies of the magazine during its first 20 years, when readers were often 
airing their thoughts on a wide variety of topics, sometimes controversial. I do 
hope that this change is not a sign of apathy or resignation, but rather a reflection 
on the maturity and stability of our organisation as we have settled into our 
mission as a well-established visitor attraction and centre of conservation. 

In these pages I normally try to concentrate on the “good news stories”, but lately 
some aspects of our progress have been truly disappointing, as our Chairman 
explained in his AGM report (see page 26), and for that reason any temptation to 
celebrate is going to be a little subdued. However, we should not let this detract 
from many positive achievements, and all I can do here is repeat my message 
from ’Scene no.98 that these are challenging times for the Board and that they 
very much need everyone’s support. Looking forward, we wish all our readers a 
“Happy New Year” and we sincerely hope that 2016 brings with it a sharp upturn 
in the Museum’s recent fortunes. 

NEW MEMBERS 

We extend a warm welcome to the following new members who have joined the 
Museum recently: 

Mr Michael Bailey (Chippenham) 
Mr Steven Blackburn (Doncaster) 
Mrs Helena Blackburn (Doncaster) 
Liam Blackburn (Doncaster) 
Millie Blackburn (Doncaster) 

Mr Brian Bristow (Ely) 
Mrs Helen Corfield (Staveley) 
Mr Mike Dalai (Grantham) 
Mr Danny Dudziec (London) 
Mr Chris Lindley (Pickering) 

 

Please note: News deadline for the next Sandtoft Scene is 8 March 2016 
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SANDTOFT SCENE: THE VERY FIRST ISSUE 

Andrew Fieldsend 

Many readers will know that Sandtoft Scene no.1 appeared in April 1987. Less 
widely appreciated, however, is that the very first issue of Sandtoft Scene 
appeared at the 1986 Sandtoft Gathering. Firstly, therefore, let me congratulate 
the present editor on the occasion of the 101st issue of the magazine. 

By the mid-1980s, Sandtoft Transport Centre had become a well-established 
museum, maintained, managed and supported by a large band of volunteers. 
The fact that it had greatly outgrown its original arrangement of little more than a 
storage area for a relatively small number of preserved vehicles was reflected in 
the need to set up a limited company to replace the earlier unincorporated 
association. This came to pass when the (current) Sandtoft Transport Centre 
Limited replaced the old Sandtoft Transport Centre Association on 5 May 1984. 

At the same time, there was a feeling among several volunteers that the Museum 
should do more to develop its own identity and to communicate directly with its 
members, and indeed allow individuals to become Sandtoft members directly. 
The arrangement then in place was that it was necessary to join one of the four 
so-called “contributing societies” to become a member (or, indeed in Association 
days, to become an affiliate) of Sandtoft. Communication with members was 
almost exclusively via Scene at Sandtoft, a news column edited for many years 
by Pete Goddard that appeared in the four contributing society magazines. 

Despite its entertaining and informative nature, the view had developed that 
Scene at Sandtoft was not sufficient, and that it was time for Sandtoft to have its 
own magazine. It is fair to say that not everyone was of that opinion, and it was 
decided to produce a “proof of concept” issue to establish the principle. The 1986 
Sandtoft Gathering was felt to be the ideal opportunity to do this. 

The first, un-numbered, issue of Sandtoft Scene consisted of a single A4 sheet of 
paper. The name of the magazine, as can easily be worked out, was derived 
from Scene at Sandtoft. This decision was taken partly to position Sandtoft 
Scene as the legitimate successor to the news column and partly to reflect the 
fact that museum news would be the most important part of the new magazine’s 
content. Indeed Scene at Sandtoft was the opening feature of Sandtoft Scene for 
many issues from no.1 onwards. 

The format of the heading was designed, if I recall correctly, by Bob Ashton, who 
also provided two of his excellent line drawings. I wrote the content of this first 
issue and, again if my memory serves me correctly, the print run was 200, 
produced at no cost to Sandtoft on my brother’s second-hand photocopier. The 
intention, which did in fact occur, was for these to be placed in the rack for 
leaflets just inside the entrance to the lecture theatre. 

However, before this happened, there was an objection from a member of the 
Sandtoft Management Committee, on the basis that the magazine was 
“unauthorised publicity”. Particular concern was expressed about the use of the 
words “Friends of Sandtoft Transport Centre” at the bottom of the last page. After 
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we went ahead regardless, I believe that this person resigned. If true, I regret 
very much that this happened; clearly, for an organisation such as Sandtoft to 
function properly, the wishes of its elected officials should be respected and it is 
justifiable to argue that this issue of Sandtoft Scene should not have been 
distributed. 

Our view at the time was that, given that the magazine was only available to 
visitors who had already entered the museum, it was hardly justifiable to describe 
Sandtoft Scene as “publicity”. Furthermore, the words “Friends of …” were 
included precisely to make it clear that this was not an official Museum 
publication. It may be splitting hairs, but “Friends of …” rather than “The Friends 
of ...” was intended to infer that an informal group was behind the publication. 

The content of this first issue included some features that were continued in 
Sandtoft Scene no.1 onwards, including an editorial and museum news (which 
subsequently regained the title “Scene at Sandtoft”, as previously mentioned). 
The report about the installation of the telephone box reminds us just how 
isolated Sandtoft was in the days before mobile phones. “Focus on ...” featured a 
resident vehicle of interest, illustrated by one of Bob Ashton’s line drawings, and 
“Junior Scene” was an attempt to extend the appeal of the magazine beyond 
hard-core (male) bus and trolleybus enthusiasts and turned out to be quite 
popular. 

The “Looking to the future” column makes interesting reading. Neither the 
planned ten-vehicle shed nor the tramway ever came to fruition, although a 
miniature railway served Sandtoft well for many years. By contrast, the Museum 
did eventually get its street scene. 

I don’t know how many copies of this first issue of Sandtoft Scene were picked 
up by visitors but I suspect not many, and the remaining stock quickly 
disappeared after the event, probably during a general tidy-up. Thus, this issue 
must now be a rare item. By implication, its impact was probably extremely 
limited but the principle of a Sandtoft magazine was indeed established and the 
first regular issue appeared less than a year later. 

The reaction to Sandtoft Scene no.1 was generally positive, but there was some 
negative comment and I am sure that if the proposal had been for a glossy, 36-
page full-colour magazine published quarterly it would have been rejected out of 
hand. Nearly 30 years later we can celebrate issue no.100 of Sandtoft Scene, 
even if it is really the 101st, and I am certain that if there were now any 
suggestion that publication of the magazine should be stopped it would similarly 
be rejected, and justifiably so. 

So, the legacy of the Sandtoft Scene “Special 1986 Sandtoft Gathering Issue” is 
firmly established. The journal has become an important source of news and 
information for the Museum’s membership, precisely as envisaged all those 
years ago. 

Andrew was the editor of the first 13 editions of Sandtoft Scene between 1986 
and 1990. His copy of the original “pilot” version is reproduced overleaf to the 
best of our ability - Ed. 



 

 

6 Sandtoft Scene 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

January 2016 7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

8 Sandtoft Scene 
 

WHEN “CUT AND PASTE” MEANT JUST THAT 

A former Sandtoft Scene editor remembers Michael F Barratt 

I was quite surprised and delighted to receive a request from your present editor 
to pen these few words as a memoir of my time as editor of Sandtoft Scene. 
Much is now a blur, I have to confess, with so much water having since flowed 
under my bridge, but I do distinctly remember feeling very honoured and satisfied 
as well as thoroughly enjoying getting out a quarterly newsletter detailing events 
at the Museum. I recall being especially indebted to three stalwart members at 
Sandtoft. Bob Ashton always illustrated the cover with one of his line drawings of 
a trolleybus, tram or other interesting vehicle. Jim Sambrooks wrote a regular 
article with all the gossip around the site, and taught me some new and 
interesting “Yorkshire-isms” - I would sometimes have to guess at the correct 
translation into English. Jim also contributed a page entitled “Boxwagon Cookery” 
with some exceedingly inventive recipes using baked beans, crisps, parkin, black 
puddings and other delights. I distinctly remember one recipe where he advised 
the reader to pour a little oil into a frying pan and then proceeded to warn them 
not to use diesel oil! Finally there was Brian Maguire who would keep me abreast 
of all the restoration news on site. 

In recent years Facebook has helped me to keep in touch with the friends I made 
at Sandtoft, and although there was no Facebook during my time as editor, we 
did have the beginnings of technology. However, it was still pretty primitive 
compared to today’s advances and “cut and paste” meant exactly that. Articles 
would come in to me and, without any desktop publishing software, my editing 
very often meant typing the articles out again into a font which was large or small 
enough to fit the page (or the part of the page) that I needed to fill – using 
scissors and glue as the puzzle dictated. 

I introduced two innovations. First was the coloured front and back cover, using 
blue for winter, green for spring, yellow for summer and orange for autumn. By 
this means, members could easily identify and file away their copies in 
chronological sequence. Secondly I acquired (in fact I retrieved it from my office’s 
rubbish skip) a long-armed stapler, which meant that we could now have 
centrally-stapled folded A4 sheets to make a publication which was a proper A5 
pamphlet. I did all this with my limited technological knowhow to create a good 
looking piece of work - at that time I thought it was very professional. 

I would then arrange with my office to photocopy the cut-and-pasted pages on a 
high quality copying machine and would then spend an evening stapling them all 
together for Francis Whitehead to collect and post them out. This would often 
entail a lunchtime meeting in Surrey to hand them over - a pleasant excursion out 
of the office. 

I am delighted to see how Sandtoft Scene has improved over the years and I 
would like to express my personal thanks to all those who have undertaken the 
task of editing it. I wish it well for another 100 editions and look forward to seeing 
the Museum continue to prosper. 

Michael edited 14 issues of Sandtoft Scene between 1992 and 1995 - Ed. 
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WHYEVER DID I AGREE TO DO IT ? 

The previous editor reflects David Needham 

How was it that I finished up being the editor of Sandtoft Scene when I was never 
interested in being an editor of anything ? I had been happy with the job of 
membership secretary for several years but, after almost a year had elapsed 
since the Summer 2004 issue of Sandtoft Scene, I realised that we were simply 
not communicating with our membership. So I toyed with the idea of sending a 
letter to all the members to apologise for the delay. I spoke with a number of 
people at the Museum who said they would help me with some short notes to 
make the newsletter a little more interesting. Suitably encouraged, I felt that it 
was time to get a communication out, so I wrote the letter and sent it off. 

What a mistake to make, because on my next visit whilst I was innocently 
walking across Sandtoft Square with a hot cup of tea in my hand, I was collared 
by the then Chairman of the Board. He said that the letter was good, but then 
asked: “Will you become the editor of the ’Scene ?” My reply was: “No, not 
interested, not my line of work at all”. But somehow that “no” turned into a “yes”; I 
still don’t know how, but there it was and there was no turning back. 

I soon heard myself saying things like: “If I do it, I’ll do it my way”; “I would expect 
support from the Board in the form of articles” and “I would expect a strong 
degree of personal editorial control.” Whilst driving home, the reality of what I had 
agreed to do hit home. Just what should be in the magazine ? I wrote out a list of 
possible topics, something like: current news; what was happening at Sandtoft ?; 
how did the Board members see the future ?; interesting people who visited (like 
the owners of vintage cars, motor bikes and steam engines); the history of the 
Museum and perhaps a review of a book and a DVD. 

With this in mind, it was time to start talking to people. Their response was 
wonderful and some magnificent articles were supplied. I cannot thank them 
enough for all the fantastic help, assistance and encouragement they gave me. 
My one regret was that Mike Dare, who had agreed to write a series of articles 
for what had become “The Route to Sandtoft”, sadly passed away before he 
could do it. The death of Mike was a great loss to the Museum. 

But I must come back to where I started. After several years I realised that I was 
not enjoying being an editor: my original terms of reference were slowly being 
changed and I still felt I did not have sufficient experience or interest in the job. 
So eventually, after nearly seven years in the post, I summoned-up the strength 
to change the “yes” back to a “no” and decided it really was time to step down. 

Today’s editor adds: As the editor of 26 issues of Sandtoft Scene between 
1995 and 2011, David seriously underestimates his personal contribution and the 
positive influence he had. His constructive approach set the framework and the 
themes for the magazine’s content, which are still very much in place today and 
continue to serve us well. Also, the good relationships that he developed with 
contributors are still valued, and I have since established a few more. Being the 
editor is far from an easy or straight-forward task and I can personally relate to 
quite a few of David’s frustrations ! 
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RECENT RUNNING DAYS 

Weekend Trolleydays: 15-16 August Graham Bilbé 
 

 

As this vintage road 
roller trundles round 
Huddersfield 619 
on the wrong side 
of the bollards, 
David Hanchett 
asks: “See that 
beetle? It seems to 
know the Highway 
Code, but..... Oh 
dear." 

Photo: Bob Ashton 

 

On the Saturday the Museum welcomed the local steam and vintage vehicle rally 
following its road run from The Wheatsheaf pub in nearby Belton. The event 
there was organised by local steam and miniature railway enthusiast Jordan 
Andrew, with an important aim of raising funds for local charities. Doncaster 22 
was parked at The Wheatsheaf during their event to “fly the flag” for the Museum 
and our Isle of Axholme tours made a 20-minute stop there. Thanks to good 
organisation by Jim Sambrooks, reciprocal tickets were available for entrance to 
our Museum and the Belton event. 

  
 
 
 
 
All steamed 
up for the 
occasion: a 
selection of 
the miniature 
engines 
provides 
plenty of 
nostalgia for 
visitors 

Photo: 
Bob Ashton 
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The road run to Sandtoft was a good distance for some of the miniatures, but as 
far as we know they all made it without incident, save for one that dropped his 
firebars just after arriving. Some fingers were slightly singed, but with flameproof 
gloves it was soon fitted back in under the traction engine and the remains of the 
fire scooped up and put back in. Within minutes he was steaming again.  

The visiting steam engines brought a real atmosphere of smoke, steam and 
noise to the Museum, and provided another opportunity to build a relationship 
with a local organisation. This was the first time that the rally at The Wheatsheaf 
had taken place: having a joint event was great fun for everyone and we would 
hope to do the same again in 2016. 

  
 

A trolleybus passenger’s-eye view of the road 
roller in motion         Photo: Jason Bowers 

A replica fairground engine and smaller 
exhibits on the central grass area 

Photo: David Hanchett 
.    

Blues and Twos Weekend: 29-31 August 
This year the popular “Blues and Twos” event was again scheduled for the Bank 
Holiday weekend, so visitors had the opportunity to enjoy the action on any (or 
all!) of the three days. Monday’s show did, however, suffer from some wet 
weather, but everyone still had a good time. Most people know that “Blues and 
Twos” refers to the emergency services, but they do sometimes ask where this 
expression comes from. Well, it derives from the flashing blue lights and two-tone 
horns of our police, fire and ambulance services. And for this event, the teams of 
enthusiasts who care for yesterday’s versions of these emergency vehicles once 
again put on a lively series of displays.         Photos: David Hanchett  
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European Trolleybus Weekend: 19-20 September 
Bruce Lake, Patrick Wilkinson and Dave Chick 

This annual event is organised as part of the European TROLLEY initiative which 
is designed to promote the environmental and other benefits of trolleybus 
operation, and to provide assistance to those European towns and cities who are 
considering implementing them. In other European countries European 
Trolleybus Day is celebrated by trolleybus operators, but in the UK this role falls 
to the Museum, in collaboration with the BTS. As part of spreading the word 
about the “green and clean” aspects of trolleybuses, on both days Dave Chick 
gave an illustrated presentation on modern trolleybus developments around the 
world. 

 

Bruce arrived on the Friday evening to 
prepare the foreign contingent for the 
weekend. As this was all going fairly 
smoothly, he decided to stage his own 
personal “mini-foreign-twilight event”! 

Left: Edmonton 189 - not actually a 
European trolleybus, but one which 
qualifies for inclusion by being more 
modern than all our British ones. 

Below: Athens 5088 and Edmonton 
189 

Photos: Bruce Lake 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: David Hanchett Photo: Jason Bowers 
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To support this initiative, we usually have our most modern trolleybuses in 
service for the weekend, and this year Edmonton 189, Athens 5088 and 
Marseille 202 were selected. Less appropriate to the occasion but important for 
another reason, Derby 172 was also on duty, as a tribute to our founder Mike 
Dare, who had passed away exactly ten years previously. 

South Yorkshire 2450 was also on display - Britain’s only “second generation” 
trolleybus. This vehicle was specially built for evaluation as part of a UK 
trolleybus revival project during the 1980s, and ran on a demonstration line at 
Doncaster Racecourse. 2450 did not carry any passengers during the weekend, 
as it still has unresolved electronics problems, but it was able to perform 
demonstration runs at low speed, in both diesel and electric mode. This limitation 
is due to a quirk in the control system which energises the shunt field circuits in 
the motor when the electric brake is operated - this provides just enough energy 
to move the trolleybus slowly. 

 

Conductor Patrick 
Wilkinson (left) was among 
those making Richard 
Corbett MEP (right) 
welcome at the Museum 

Photo: Lol Kirkwood 

 

On the Saturday Richard Corbett, MEP for Yorkshire and the Humber, visited the 
Museum. He was interested to see such a wide variety of trolleybuses in our 
collection and reminisced about his days as a child in Geneva riding on the 
trolleybuses to and from school. He was particularly interested in giving practical 
encouragement to advance the Leeds New Generation Transport (NGT) scheme, 
which is still awaiting the outcome of Whitehall deliberations following the public 
inquiry. Graham Bilbé explained to him how the Museum had hosted a visit from 
the NGT team in 2014, and that they were suitably “refreshed” after some 
gruelling times in the inquiry. Having seen the day’s operations and after 
receiving a personal briefing from Dave Chick about modern trolleybus 
developments, Mr Corbett should now be well armed with useful information. He 
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Leading a row with Marseille 202 and Derby 172, Athens 5088 provided visitors with a final 
opportunity to ride on a Russian-built Athens trolleybus before its return to East Anglia 
Transport Museum       Photo: Dave Chick 

vowed to do what he can for the Museum and for the Leeds trolleybus scheme, 
as both locations are within his constituency. We hope that this is the beginning 
of a very good relationship with our elected representatives at European level - of 
whom there are six for this rather large constituency ! 

The weekend started nice and sunny: we had a reasonable turnout of visitors to 
the event, although numbers were a little down on last year, particularly on the 
Sunday. Saturday operation went well, until late in the day when Marseille 202 
developed a fault: dashboard lights started to come on indicating an air supply 
problem. As this affects the brakes, 202 was immediately withdrawn from service 
and did not run on Sunday, being replaced by Huddersfield 619 which was the 
easiest vehicle to remove from the depot. Sunday’s operation went to plan until, 
again late on, 189 suddenly refused to go faster than a few miles per hour, so 
this was also withdrawn. Then, whilst shunting vehicles into position for storage 
after the event, Athens 5088 failed ! In this case its compressor would not run. 

So, whilst we had a successful weekend in terms of visitors, we now had three 
key foreign trolleybuses that had effectively become dead. Some work on 202 
and 189 has since taken place, without yet resolving their problems. Fortunately 
we did not need them again for the 2015 season, but we will have to get them 
sorted in time for the next one ! 

5088 was a bigger problem because, two weeks later, it was due to be shipped 
back to the East Anglia Transport Museum after 14 months on loan to us. A 
working compressor was needed to pump up the suspension at the very least, 
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and we would also need to manoeuvre it around and possibly drive it onto the 
low-loader, so this was of major concern. Bruce made the trip back to the 
Museum a few days later to try and repair 5088. All seemed fine apart from the 
fact that operating the compressor’s mini-circuit breakers didn’t start the 
compressor. It had been reported that there had been a flash from these just 
before it went dead, so this was the obvious starting point. Having removed the 
covers it soon became apparent that a copper braid connecting the frame to the 
moving contact had burnt out. He dismantled the rest of this breaker and 
managed to re-attach what was left of the braid to the relevant points. Having 
refitted the parts, 5088 burst into life again. That was a huge relief, as it meant 
that the transfer of it back to the EATM was still on. There had been added 
pressure here as a film crew were due to arrive to film the process of loading it 
onto its low-loader. We hope to tell the story of 5088’s return in a future ’Scene. 

Rotherham Weekend: 3-4 October              Mike Johnson 
A warm and sunny day was enjoyed by all, particularly on the Sunday, for the 
weekend marking the 50th anniversary of the withdrawal of trolleybus services in 
Rotherham. Operation had begun in 1912, initially as a tram extension, but 
steadily became both tram replacement services and trolleybus services in their 
own right. They were always known in the region as “the tracklesses”, after a 
newspaper reporter in 1912 wrote that he had seen a “trackless tram”. 

There was a steady flow of passengers riding on our trolleybuses, of which 
Rotherham 37 had pride of place. There were also two well-filled Isle of Axholme 
tours, the first being operated by First South Yorkshire’s Rotherham Corporation 
liveried Volvo B9, no.37231. This was full to capacity on the 1:00pm Isle Tour 
and expertly driven by Simon Middleton (First’s Team Manager), accompanied 
by First’s driver, Danyelle Middleton. Also on board were Alex Proctor to provide 
the route knowledge, with Steve Gill and Chris O'Hea giving the commentaries 
en-route, one on each deck. The SYPTE-liveried B9, no.37524, provided a 
similar excellent Isle Tour two hours later with the same crew. 

A line-up of contrasting vehicles at the Rotherham event: First’s Volvo B9s in commemorative 
SYPTE and Rotherham liveries, the former Rotherham Corporation AEC “Matador”, Rotherham 
37 and SYPTE dual-mode “Electroline” 2450               Photo: Bob Ashton 
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In between the two tours, Bruce Lake and Alex Proctor carefully arranged 37524, 
37231, Rotherham Corporation’s AEC “Matador” towing vehicle, Rotherham 
trolleybus 37 and SYPTE 2450 to create a unique line-up in glorious sunshine. 
No. 2450 performed a few demonstration runs in diesel mode only. Shortly 
afterwards, all these vehicles were driven around the circuit by Simon, Danyelle 
and Dave Johnson (First’s Controller), with Darren Sentance taking charge of his 
“Matador”. David Hanchett ensured that the visiting crowd was well-informed with 
his loudspeaker commentary during the event. 

Also enjoying a good deal of attention, especially down “memory lane”, was Paul 
Fox, ably assisted by Darren. His very large selection of photographs depicted 
detailed Rotherham scenes of “tracklesses” on their home territory - Rotherham 
thronged with cars, people, their fashions and the street furniture of the time. 
Thanks, Paul and Darren ! 

 

In regular service all day 
were Rotherham 37, 
Bradford 792 and 
Huddersfield 619. All 
performed faultlessly, as 
did their crews. Thanks 
go to everyone involved 
in making this event a 
very memorable one. We 
are especially grateful to 
all those First employees 
who assisted on the day, 
and also to Paul 
Flanagan, Business 
Manager at First South 
Yorkshire for the loan of 
37231, 37524 and to 
Darren Sentance for 
bringing his “Matador”. 

 

 

 
Above: Mike Johnson 
and Steve Gill study 
the display panels 
explaining 
Rotherham’s trolleybus 
history created by Paul 
Fox (right) of the 
Rotherham Trolleybus 
Group 

Right: A close-up of 
some of the 
memorabilia 

 Photos: John Stainforth 
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Not exactly a Rotherham exhibit but one with very close links, Mexborough & 
Swinton no.34 was moved forward into the depot doorway on the Sunday. 
Despite the lack of a steering wheel, Ian Metcalfe managed to extract 34 with the 
tractor and return it accurately into place at the end of the afternoon. As 
explained in ’Scene no.97, this 1927 Garrett-built single-decker has recently 
become the subject of a BTS restoration project. This is still very much at the 
feasibility stage, and the purpose of moving 34 was to enable a BTS team 
comprising David Bowler, Francis Whitehead and Dave Chick to carry out an 
initial assessment of its condition and to begin the process of defining the 
restoration work required. Needless to say, this activity generated a great deal of 
interest for those people visiting on the day. 

Francis Whitehead and 
Dave Chick discuss the 
magnitude of the task 
ahead with Tony Ferris  

Photo: John Stainforth 

 

Isle of Axholme Running Day and Rally: 18 October 
Jim Sambrooks, assisted by Kieran Proctor 

This year the former St Leger Rally took on a new identity, which represents the 
increasing operation of free bus services off site. We can only assume that the 
late Charlie Bullock had arranged things with the Air Ministry for us; after all, he 
must be nearer to them now having gone up in smoke at his cremation. The 
weather was perfect for the event: not too cold or too sunny for photography, and 
best of all, no rain. Thanks, Charlie ! 

Once again, no extra land was available on our side of Belton Road for car 
parking and our member Chris Morley came to the rescue with his acreage 
opposite our pedestrian gate. Thanks, Chris ! 

For some of our volunteers, the day started early, with sales stalls arriving at the 
Museum and having to be accommodated in the depot building. There was a 
more leisurely start for those parking visiting vehicles, and even more so for 
those in attendance at Doncaster’s Aeroventure for the start of the road run. 

The road run set off from Aeroventure, the South Yorkshire Aircraft Museum, at 
11:15am, and travelled in convoy via Doncaster town centre to Sandtoft where it 
started to arrive at about noon. Some fifty-seven visiting vehicles appeared in the 
programme, ranging from a 1933 Austin Ten to a 2009 Mercedes-Benz, and 
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1 A Daimler 
limousine, an 
Austin taxi and a 
VW Campervan 

2 RAF and aviation 
display at 
Aeroventure 

3 London 1812, 
two 
Routemasters 
and an East 
London “look-
alike”  

4 Stagecoach 
LT262 and 
Doncaster 22 

5 Rally participants 
on the centre 
grass 
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Day  and  Rally  2015 
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    9     10 

6 “Grace” the little 
engine in full steam  

7 Stagecoach Volvo 
B7TL in Yorkshire 
Traction livery 

8 A lovely Austin 10 
mingles with the 
trolleybuses  

9 Citroen 2CVs in a 
colourful line-up 

10 Something rather 
unusual at the 
trolleybus stop 

 
Photos: 
1, 4, 6-10 Bob Ashton 
2, 5: Pat Ashton 

3:    Rob Whitehead 
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  Classic travels around the Isle  
   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Doncaster 55 
stops by the 
Duck Pond in 
Westwoodside 
on Service 20 

Photo: 

Kieran Proctor 

 
Left: Visiting 
Routemaster 
RM1152 waits 
by the Mowbray 
Arms in Epworth 

Photo:  
Kieran Proctor 

Below: 
Doncasters 33 
and 22 with 
Sheffield 1357 
wait in line in 
Epworth 

Photo: 

Alex Proctor 
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many more joined in on the day. At times during the afternoon, classic vehicles - 
including two mopeds - were driven around our circuit, mingling with trolleybuses 
as they would have done in days of yore. 

The star of the show, however, was Stagecoach London LT262 - no, not the AEC 
“Renown” six-wheeler but a Wright New Routemaster, or “Borismaster” as they 
are generally known. Its two-man crew drove it from Bow garage on Saturday 
and it operated several circuits on the Sunday amongst our trolleybuses. The 
crew enjoyed themselves enough for both to join our organisation as members. 
Trolleybuses from South Shields, Bradford, Manchester and Huddersfield carried 
good loads all day. These were supplemented by London 1348 on demonstration 
runs, no.1348 also taking part in London line-ups with Bruce Lake’s RN100, 
visiting RM1152, RML2313 and the Borismaster. 

It was also good to see our local bus firms supporting the event, with First Bus 
sending five buses including a Volvo B9 double-decker in Doncaster’s purple 
stripe livery and a brand new MCV bodied ’decker. There were also buses from 
Stagecoach East Midlands, Stagecoach Yorkshire and Powells of Hellerby. 

My morning duty was to park preserved cars on our centre grass: this was quiet 
at first but hectic when the rally arrived. My early afternoon was spent as bus 
controller in Epworth, which was the hub of the running day with free buses 
running frequently to and from Sandtoft and Westwoodside. Thirty four scheduled 
journeys were operated by five of the Museum’s resident motorbuses assisted by 
four visiting buses. I won’t mention that Steve Milner took a wrong turn in 
Epworth and had to go round the block, but that gave visitors a longer ride on his 
magnificent AEC Regal III, Lincolnshire 860. 

This annual event is organised by the Doncaster Omnibus & Light Railway 
Society in conjunction with the Trolleybus Museum. As Chairman of DO&LRS, I 
would like take this opportunity to thank all who assisted in any way. Kieran 
Proctor was in charge of the day, which involved an immense amount of 
organisation and preparation as he explains in “It doesn’t just happen, you know” 
on page 24. 

Twilight Trolleydays: 31 October and 1 November 

For the final weekend of the operating season, the Museum is open until 7:00pm 
on the Saturday and until 6:00pm on the Sunday. This gives everyone an 
opportunity to sample the scenes and the rides of twilight and after-dark 
trolleybus operation. Trolleybuses running on both days were Derby 172, South 
Shields 204, Huddersfield 619 and Bradford 792 - the latter having the advantage 
of platform doors and heaters on a chilly evening. On the Saturday evening, 
London 1348 was also running, but not carrying passengers, and Doncaster 22 
also joined in the fun. Visitors were not disappointed, especially on the Sunday 
evening which was quite foggy and provided some very atmospheric 
experiences, as captured in two of our photographs. An excellent video of the 
action on the Saturday - containing both daytime and evening running - was 
made by Rob and Diane Woods. This is available on YouTube: a link can be 
found on the Museum’s Facebook page and also at www.sandtoft.org/members. 

http://www.sandtoft.org/members
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Bradford 792 
and South 
Shields 204 in 
the loading bay 
during the 

Saturday twilight   

 
 
Huddersfield 
619 ploughs 
through the 
Sunday 
evening fog, 
with South 
Yorkshire 
2450 barely 
visible in the 
murky 

background 

 

 

Derby 172 unloading 
its passengers amid 
the swirling mist 

Photos: Bob Ashton 



 

 

January 2016 23 
 

VOLUNTEERS’ PAGE  

Traffic Department 

In 2015 we welcomed Steven Spall as a new 
volunteer. Congratulations are now due to 
Steven, who has been through the conductor 
training process and successfully qualified in 
October. 

Right: Steven Spall awaits some passengers for his 
next duty on board the platform of Rotherham 37 

Photo: John Stainforth 

Sadly, we said goodbye to Chris O’Hea in 
November after many years’ service as a 
conductor. Chris has now moved to live in 
Scotland, although he still hopes to make an 
occasional visit to the Museum. Our thanks 
go to Chris for his professional approach, 
and we wish him well for the future. 

 

 

Left: Graham Bilbé 
bids farewell to Chris 
O’Hea on the morning 
of his last shift. A card 
for Chris had been 
signed by all the 
volunteers present on 
the day 

Photo: Dave Chick 

Personal notes 
We were pleased to see Jim Sambrooks back at the Museum very soon after his 
eye surgery, and we wish him both a good recovery and best wishes for an up-
coming repeat of the experience. Our membership secretary David Needham 
has also been unwell lately and we wish him all the best too. Finally, we are very 
grateful to John Zebedee for progressing the job of reclaiming Gift Aid for us, 
despite suffering the side-effects of intermittent spells of medical treatment. 
Finally, we are sorry to report the death, on 8 December 2015, of Jean Flint. An 
obituary will appear in the next Sandtoft Scene. 
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IT DOESN’T JUST HAPPEN, YOU KNOW    Kieran Proctor 

I hope I can take this opportunity to give everyone a little insight into how much 
work goes into making a large event like the recent Isle of Axholme Running Day 
and Rally a reality. My aim isn’t to preach, merely to inform, and - as I am only 
drawing from my own limited experience - I am willing to admit there will always 
be another way. 

Let us start by looking at what The Isle of Axholme Running Day and Rally 
entails as an event. There is a vintage vehicle rally, several free bus services, 
sales stands in the depot and the usual Museum offerings. That seems simple 
enough; however what needs to happen to make each individual piece work ? If 
we break down each constituent attraction in isolation we can soon see why it 
isn’t all as easy as it seems. 

First of all, we have the vintage vehicle rally. How do we organise this? Well, we 
invite previous entrants to this year’s event of course ! Easy ! Job done ? I’m 
afraid not…… 

We will obviously need to keep track of who we have invited and who has 
entered, otherwise how will we know who to expect ? But there are knock-on 
effects to having a vintage vehicle rally at the Museum, all of which need 
considering. The main problem is the number of visiting vehicles and where to 
put them. There is a correlation between the number of visiting vehicles and the 
number of extra visitors they will attract. This will mean that at some point you will 
run out of space for either visiting vehicles or paying customers and judging this 
balance is not always easy. 

Aside from the issue of space, there is also a small matter of communication. Not 
only to let people know that we have received and accepted their vehicle entry, 
but also to let them know where they are going and what to do when they are 
there. Again, you can send a small map and route details, but for an “outsider” 
how do they know when they get to the Museum which gate to use? Who do they 
report to? When, where and how can they park up? Again, all considerations that 
need addressing. 

Let’s move on to the next point, the free bus services. Well, we just say there’s a 
bus every 15 minutes to Epworth and then we could have another service out to 
Westwoodside as an “as well as”. Easy ? Well…… 

Aside from the various legalities we need to satisfy to be able to operate free 
vintage bus services (a detailed explanation of these would fill several editions of 
’Scene so I will spare you all the trouble), we need to ensure the timetables are 
robust and, above all, workable. Luckily, amongst our members we have several 
experienced schedulers from the bus industry, and they come in handy at times 
like these. The vehicle schedules aren’t all about efficiency as they would be in 
“the real world”, but instead they focus on variety and deliverability. 

We like to utilise visiting vehicles to help provide the variety mentioned above. It’s 
okay riding a resident vehicle at one of our events, but there is a novelty in riding 
a vehicle that’s “playing away”. This will, however, cause more problems in the 
planning stage: who’s coming ? Do they want to help ? Can we let them help ? 
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Even if we have an offer of help on the services from a vehicle owner, legalities 
can stop us using them. Although not an issue this time, we have, in the past, 
arranged for certain vehicles to cover a trip or two, only to find that the law has 
got in the way on the day. Another stumbling block is around learning the routes: 
“It’s great that you want to help, but do you know where you’re going ?” 

So the deliverability of the free bus services is all about getting the right balance 
of resident and visiting vehicles on a set of timetables that don’t stretch resources 
to the point where we cannot accommodate any “no shows”, breakdowns or legal 
blockages. This is where good planning and experience are essential. Ideally, 
our customers shouldn’t realise if any problems have been encountered as all the 
services run as expected. 

Now we have arranged the rally and the bus services, we need to organise what 
is going on at the Museum. Now, surely this is easy as we have events all year 
round ! This doesn’t need planning, does it ? Really……? Well, to a point, this is 
easier to plan, however if you fail to plan, then you plan to fail ! The trolleybuses 
in use are often planned well in advance to ensure we have a steady variety in 
those used throughout the operating season. But, as always, there are other 
things to consider, such as the sales stands. Although the number of stands is 
not in the same league as the ’Gathering, we need to ensure we have enough 
space for them in the depot. This might mean a depot reshuffle to fill gaps further 
up the depot or putting vehicles on the field. Which is the best option depends on 
many factors, such as how many visiting vehicles are coming ? The space on the 
field may be needed for rally entrants. Also which trolleybuses are in service and 
what spaces do they leave ? If all the service trolleybuses are “short”, 2-axle 
types, then we will struggle to get the “big” 6-wheelers in the depot further up. 

Another key planning problem is that of staffing. We know what jobs are required 
thanks to all the planning decisions already taken. However, we are not always 
certain which people we will have on the day to fill these positions. Again, 
experience is needed when trying to fill 30 positions with 25 people, and, 
luckily(?), we do that all the time at the Museum ! 

I hope this little piece has shed some light on how much organisation goes into a 
big event at the Museum and that you understand it’s the small details that help 
create the bigger picture. The end-result of the months of preparation is a 
successful event where visitors and staff alike leave having had an enjoyable day 
out. Judging by the feedback we have had, this aim was certainly achieved with 
this year’s Isle of Axholme Running Day and Rally. 

So, if you are thinking of organising an event at the Museum, just remember that 
its success is in the planning. Oh, and don’t forget the entry forms, envelopes, 
stamps, printer ink, additional car parking, traffic management plan, timetables, 
vehicle workings, legal advice, list of entrants, signage, gazebos, fencing, 
extension leads, lighting, tickets, bus stops around your free bus routes, grass 
cutting, dusting, vacuuming, mopping, sweeping, programme editing, depot 
parking plan, rally parking plan, bus washing, vehicle testing, bin emptying, toilet 
cleaning, staffing, catering, advertising, website and other publicity. Oh, and a 
Plan B ! Maybe a Plan C, oh - and I forgot to mention the…… 
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THE 2015 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Museum’s AGM took place on 14 November 2015 with 36 members 
attending, together with our professional museum mentor, Susan Hopkinson. 
Chairman Graham Bilbé began by reviewing the highlights (and “lowlights”) of the 
year, which this time had brought its share of disappointments. 

On the credit side, we had a very successful year in terms of open day trolleybus 
operations, maintaining the high levels of journeys made and passengers carried. 
The Trolleybus Driving Experience days have, again, gone well and new platform 
staff have qualified. Site improvements continue and more traction poles have 
been painted this season, and the apprentices’ working week in February proved 
very productive. The new café team is coping well and an improvement to the 
kitchen layout is being considered, whilst The Trolleyshop continues to do well 
and the Reception team has been strengthened. Graham thanked all those 
volunteers who have worked hard this year, reflecting on the annual statistics 
which recorded 15,000 volunteer hours spent at the Museum. A variety of new 
event activities have taken place, including a coach rally, and relationships with 
several local groups strengthened through their participation. The ’Gathering had 
gone very well, and this year’s parking challenges had been overcome - thanks 
to Chris Morley providing the space and to many volunteers helping with the 
logistics. Finally, a major milestone was achieved in June with the renewal of 
Museum Accreditation, providing official recognition of the Museum’s 
accomplishments and the standards it has reached. 

Graham also explained the less encouraging developments, which included the 
lack of a positive result on the purchase of a plot of land from the adjoining 
landowner. A further setback was the number of vehicles now located out of 
doors at the Museum, after we had been required to vacate the rented storage 
shed that we have had the use of for several years. On the engineering side, the 
testing of trolleybuses had slowed down this year and several vehicles were 
unable to operate, pending repairs to their air braking systems. 

Finally, Graham indicated several priorities for 2016, which included ensuring 
that the fencing of the land acquired in 2008 finally takes place, focussing on 
alternative options for vehicle storage and land purchase, and the completion of 
the “Lichfield” bus shelter. 

Reporting on the financial results for the year ending 31 January 2015, Francis 
Whitehead presented the formally-audited accounts, which were approved by the 
meeting. Once again the accounts had been posted on the members’ web page 
in October. He explained that the Museum still has a healthy accumulated 
surplus of funds, but over the past year this has dropped slightly because of large 
pieces of one-off expenditure (such as the fire alarm and CCTV systems), the 
absence of any substantial income from vehicle-related donations and recovered 
gift aid, and the timing in two different years of the Prism grant received for 
Wellington 82 and most of the expenditure on restoring it. 

Moving on from the financial year ending in January 2015, Francis presented 
some up-to-date statistics for the end of the 2015 running season. Overall visitor 
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numbers were around 5700 - down 6% on 2014 (which had been a record year), 
and the annual takings in the shop and café were also lower this year. He then 
reported that the Board had agreed in principle an increase of admission prices 
in 2016. 

The meeting then confirmed the re-election without a ballot of two directors, 
retiring by rotation and unopposed: Francis Whitehead as Finance Director and 
Ian Wilson as Ordinary Director. Not seeking re-election was Steve Harrison, 
who stepped down from the Board at this AGM and was thanked by Graham for 
his service over many years. One nomination had been received and accepted 
for the vacancy, which was filled by Stewart David, who becomes an Ordinary 
Director. The re-appointment of Stephen Kerry as Company Auditor was 
approved unanimously. 

After a break for refreshments and an opportunity to ride on Bournemouth 297, 
the rest of the afternoon was devoted to the regular forum for general 
discussions. Several topics of interest were covered, including: 

 The “Pink Pass” scheme for museum volunteers: Susan Hopkinson briefly 

described the scheme in which all accredited museums in the North West, 
North East, Yorkshire and Humberside are eligible to participate. Its purpose is 
to reward volunteers and cross-promote museums by providing a number of 
volunteers with free entry (possibly with additional benefits or discounts) at 
participating museums in the region. There was considerable enthusiasm for 
joining the scheme, both as a means of encouraging volunteers and to enable 
those visiting other museums to bring back good ideas. Under this reciprocal 
scheme, additional visitors would be attracted to Sandtoft, and although 
admitted free of charge, they could still boost our shop and café trade. 

 Expansion of the Museum: In the light of the difficulties encountered with the 

long-running land purchase initiative, some alternative options for expansion of 
the Museum and storage of vehicles received an airing and these will require a 
good deal of further exploration. Whilst it was agreed important to have a long-
term (20-year) vision for the development and modernisation of the museum, 
the current obstacles have created a “chicken and egg” situation, with the long-
term possibilities very much dependent on how the immediate next steps 
materialise in practice. 

 Vehicle restoration projects: Consideration is needed to select candidates 
for restoration of Museum-owned vehicles after the work on Wellington 82 is 
complete. It was recognised that this is quite a difficult process, especially with 
the number of partially-restored vehicles all requiring differing amounts of effort 
and expenditure to “finish off”, all of which need cost estimates first. 

 Pressures on Café space: Once again, the shortage of indoor café seating 

has been very much evident during the season: an issue that has been 
discussed in the annual forum in previous years. Currently the Board is 
reluctant to commit a large amount of money to extend the present building, 
given the unpredictable costs of a new depot and the land required. However, 
some low-cost relief may be possible in the short term by removing one of the 
nearby display cabinets and storing its contents elsewhere. 
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Gerry Carroll painting the woodwork 
on the 1950s Prefab 

Photo: Bob Ashton 

MUSEUM SITE WORK DURING 2015 

Every year, a great deal of effort goes in to keeping the Museum site looking 
presentable for our visitors and improvements to the site are continually taking 
place. We have already mentioned a few of these activities in Sandtoft Scene 
during 2015, starting with the March working week with substantial assistance 
from a team of British Aerospace apprentices. The most visible results were the 
realignment of the trolleybus loading bay, a widened queueing area with new 
paving and the first steps to reconstruct the cast iron shelter. Much more has 
been going on, and what follows here has been compiled from information 
supplied by John Whipham and Tony Ferris to bring the reports up to date. 

Many improvements and extensions to the 
paving have been made, thanks to the efforts 
of John Whipham, who has concreted the 
path to the box van, installed slabs round the 
tram shelter, and completed the paved area 
round the Lichfield shelter. Potholes that 
appeared in the main roadway have been 
filled and smoothed-over. A few slabs were 
removed from the area round the entrance to 
the centre grass and the gaps filled with soil 
and seeded. 

There is always painting to be done, and our 
contractor Steve Cox has completed a further 
six traction poles this year. In addition, 
volunteer painter Gerry Carroll has continued 
with his work on painting the lamp posts, tram 
shelter and lecture theatre. 

Throughout the year, much goes on to keep 
the grounds and the trees under control. The 
grass always gets its regular cutting and the 
shrubs around the site have been reduced, 
including those by the main power supply 
poles. Weed killer has been sprayed in many 
places and unwanted plants removed from 
behind the Axholme Stores and Pelham 

building. More rotten tree trunks have been dug out, then their spaces levelled 
and seeded. 

Some of the areas never seen by our visitors have also been receiving attention. 
Trees and brambles that had covered the stack of traction poles near to 
“Burntwood” have been cleared, the forest of nettles removed and the heap 
beside these poles tidied-up. Nearby a new storage container has been installed 
and a rubble base created ready for a second one. The areas behind the depot 
and workshop have had further tidying-up, as has the space behind the 
Skegness building. 
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External maintenance has continued on our buildings and a start has been made 
on repairs to the Pelham building with the removal of much rotten timber at floor 
level. The cables under the Regal cinema have been made tidier and the interior 
of the green Sheffield tram body thoroughly cleaned out. Regular visitors will 
have noticed the tidiness of the area by the main gate and the re-erection of the 
“Pensford Close” sign on the railings near to the 1950s Prefab. Those using the 
seating outside The Tea Trolley café will see the two new wooden seats now 
fitted to the Mike Dare memorial table. Clearing-out of the ex-Walsall 864 “stores 
bus” has continued, but more work remains to be done. 

The display chassis 
(Huddersfield 470) located in 
front of Hastings 46 been 
moved to make it parallel to 
the pathway and improve 
access to the Hastings vehicle. 
And amongst the long list of 
miscellaneous other tasks 
completed by John and Tony 
are the repairs to the fencing 
round the staff car park, the 
end-of-season clearance of the 
allotment and the erection of 
lighting over the car parks. 

Finally, the former “Trolley 
Dollies” who ran the café for so 
many years have been 
concentrating their efforts on 
the gardens this year and have made the flower and vegetable garden in front of 
the Pelham building into a very attractive feature for visitors. 

As is always the case, many more outdoor and indoor tasks around the Museum 
still need attention, and the “to-do” list of jobs for the coming months is a very 
long one. Steady progress continues, but with a few more volunteers a great deal 
more could be achieved, so we are repeating our appeal for more folks to assist. 

Please contact Tony Ferris if you 
have some time to spare: the 
results are always very rewarding. 

We will also be scheduling a 
couple of working weekends during 
the winter months, so please keep 
an eye open for more information 
via the members’ email and on our 
Facebook page. 

  

 
Francis Whitehead (without his prayer mat) busy 
painting the Lichfield shelter          Photo: Bob Ashton 

Judy Martindale and Gill Ferris at work in 
the walled garden of the 1950s Prefab 

Photo: Andy Thornton 
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VEHICLE REPORTS 

Compiled with information supplied by Bruce Lake 
Bournemouth 297: A small group of enthusiasts has been funding and doing 

odd jobs on 297, which has not run in service for several years. It was tested and 
passed for operation on the day of the AGM, and will become a regular service 
runner for the 2016 season. 

 

left: A smartly turned-out 
Bournemouth 297 gave 
those attending the AGM 
several opportunities for 
a trolleybus ride on the 
day. 

right: Many of 297’s 
seats required 
refurbishing prior to 
returning to service. The 
results, albeit using a red 
moquette, are very 
passable, and will suffice 
well until a more 
authentic long-term re-
upholstering can be 
organised and funded 

Photos: John Stainforth 
 

Huddersfield 541 has returned from a local repairer following repairs to its wheel 
bearings. Some attention to 541’s bodywork is required next. 

London 1812 left Sandtoft on 14 October for the London Bus Museum, 
Brooklands, where it will remain on display for the next five years under a loan 
agreement with its owners, the BTS. Our member Ian Brown visited the LBM a 
few days later and saw 1812 in position with its booms raised and attached to a 
dummy section of overhead wiring specially erected for 1812. 

  
 

1812 departing from Sandtoft on a suspended 
tow to Brooklands           Photo: Stewart David 

Safely relocated in the spacious purpose-built 
display hall at the LBM         Photo: Ian Brown 
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Wellington 82 is now coming together very well at First South Yorkshire’s 
Rotherham premises. It has now been painted, and very smart it looks in its new 
Banderillo Red paint. Most of the interior is finished, but the seats still need to be 
finished off: the frames have already been powder coated and samples of the 
upholstery have been approved, so the rest of the re-upholstery work is now 
underway. The seat tops (and various other bits such as handrail fittings) need to 
be re-chromed: after some initial conflicting information about this process, we 
have now found a firm that is able to undertake this work and a couple of trial 
samples were satisfactorily completed just before Christmas. 

Unfortunately, but understandably, First South Yorkshire does not have the 
expertise for the work required on 82’s HT electrics, and as we are not allowed to 
work on their premises, this will have to wait until after 82 arrives at Sandtoft. 

  
 

Wellington 82 in the workshops being washed 
down ready for painting 

A couple of weeks later and a resplendent 82 
ventures out of doors Photos: Darren Sentance 

Athens 5088 was safely returned to the East Anglia Transport Museum in early 
October. The loading, transportation and unloading of 5088 - together with 
general views of both museums - were filmed by a company for TV use. When 
we have their approval to say more, we will do that and publish photographs of 
these activities. The programme is due for transmission this Spring and we will 
let you know the date as soon as they tell us. 

NEWS ROUND-UP 

Traffic Department Report for 2015 Stewart David 
The 2015 operating season has proved to be a busy and successful one for the 
Traffic Department. Two more trolleybus drivers have been trained and 
successfully passed-out and likewise, two more conductors. 11,952 passenger 
journeys were made on our service trolleybuses (slightly down on 2014's total) 
and almost a thousand service trips completed, which equates to around 1,000 
miles of operation. Only five dewirements occurred during all this activity, which 
is clearly an improvement on previous years and a clear indication of improved 
driving standards which is most welcome. Personnel-wise. few changes have 
occurred this year but Mike Johnson has decided to stand down from the role of 
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Duty Inspector and will be replaced from Easter by David Hanchett. We thank 
Mike for his efforts in that role over the last three years. The traffic operation over 
the ’Gathering weekend proved more challenging to deliver this year due to 
increased staffing requirements involving the car parking and reception 
arrangements: several regular traffic personnel assisted in the effective delivery 
of those vital functions and I thank them for that. Sterling efforts by the 
engineering team ensured that an impressive selection of trolleybuses was 
available for ’Gathering service and very few problems were encountered 
vehicle-wise over the whole of the season, which is a real credit to all concerned. 

Publicity 
Our spending on publicity tends to be quite cautious, having discovered that the 
effectiveness of paid-for advertising can often be very limited. Therefore we are 
always grateful for free publicity, which we often only become aware of after it 
has happened ! For example, the recent series of very positive reviews from 
visitors on Trip Advisor has been particularly welcome. (Go to 
www.tripadvisor.co.uk and enter “Trolleybus Museum”). Another unexpected 
bonus was the appearance in the October issue of Bus & Coach Preservation of 
a well-illustrated four-page article about the ’Gathering by David Jukes. This was 
the first in the magazine’s new series “Electric Avenue”, highlighting preserved 
trams and trolleybuses. Even better, its front cover depicted Bradford 792 in full 
sail at the ’Gathering, along with a smaller photo of Walsall 342. (792 was an 
excellent choice, but splashed with muddy rain, it did not quite do justice to our 
collection ! – Ed). 

LET’S KEEP THEM RUNNING     Bruce Lake  
A disappointing fact of life at the Museum recently has been a series of instances 
where a particular trolleybus required for operation during a specific event has 
not been ready for service. Often this happens, not because of any serious 
mechanical or electrical malfunction, but simply because when the trolleybus is 
brought out of the depot to enter service on an open day, it is discovered to be in 
a scruffy condition, or to have a flat battery (or no batteries fitted at all), or for 
some other reason cannot be run without some work being needed. 

The trolleybuses that we operate may be owned by an individual, a group of 
individuals, a society or, indeed, the Museum itself. Sometimes, for whatever 
reason, the owner has not been able to tend to their vehicle. This leads to 
difficulties for the traffic and engineering departments, who then have to try and 
solve the problems on the day, or have to put the vehicle away and bring another 
one out for service. 

To tackle this recurring situation, I have launched a new initiative, currently called 
the “Custodian Scheme”. We are looking to identify individual “Custodians” who 
are prepared to look after specific vehicles and avoid these problems. In 
particular, we are hoping that each Custodian will take on the following 
responsibilities for their assigned vehicle: 

 Keep the vehicle clean and tidy 

 Deal with minor faults where possible 

http://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/
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 Arrange for major faults to be fixed 

 Know when the vehicle’s test is coming due and decide with the owner(s) 
whether it should be tested 

 If a test is required, schedule it with the Engineering Department 

 Liaise between the owner and the Traffic Department Manager as to 
when the vehicle would be required to operate 

 Arrange for it to be available and ready for service when needed 

Naturally, the Custodian would have to work closely with the vehicle’s owner(s), 
who would, of course, still have the final say on anything concerning their vehicle. 
The Custodian should be someone who is regularly present at the Museum, has 
a connection with the vehicle concerned, and is trusted by the owner. 

Obviously, if the owner(s) regularly look after their vehicle, there would be no 
need for a Custodian. This probably applies to all the motorbuses currently used 
for service duties, as they tend to be owned and operated by individuals or 
groups who look after them well and successfully co-ordinate their availability 
when needed. 

The Custodian Scheme has been approved by the Board and we will pilot it by 
concentrating on the Museum-owned vehicles first. So far, we have identified 
volunteers prepared to be the Custodians of Edmonton 189, Marseille 202, 
Bournemouth 297, Oporto 140, Wellington 82 and Nottingham 506. If you would 
like to support this scheme, then please contact either the current owner or me if 
it is a Museum-owned vehicle. If you are interested in a particular vehicle but 
don’t know who owns it, please contact me and I will put you in touch with the 
owner(s) with a view to forming the link. When you have reached agreement, 
then let me know, as I will be maintaining this information in the database of 
vehicle Custodians. 

YOUNG BUFFERS ASSOCIATION VISIT       Dave Chick  

On 7 October, the Museum opened specially for a private party visit. The group 
comprised 57 members of the Young Buffers Association which has a country-
wide membership who either work for, or have retired from, the railway industry. 
They had a buffet lunch in The Tea Trolley Café and attended a presentation in 
the Regal Cinema where they learned about the history of the trolleybus and of 
the Trolleybus Museum as well as modern developments. Bradford 792 and 
London 1348 provided a service for the visitors, who were collected by preserved 
motorbus from Hatfield & Stainforth Station and returned there afterwards. 

All the Museum's attractions were opened up: the 1950s prefab, The Trolleybus 
during the First World War exhibition and the Sunbeam Cycle Shop. Our visitors 
gave the Museum almost double the minimum fee of £200 we request for special 
opening (and they paid extra for the buffet). They also spent more than £200 in 
the shop and took a collection which raised £106 which they donated to the 
Mexborough & Swinton 34 restoration fund. 

Thank you to the volunteers who turned out specially. The group was very 
impressed with the Museum and with the welcome they received and many of 



 

 

34 Sandtoft Scene 
 

Photo: Bob Ashton 

them said that they would return. Some of them expressed interest in booking a 
TDE. Their leader, Julian Worth, sent me the following message: "Thank you -
and colleagues - for a splendid day. We all learnt a lot from your excellent talk 
and the feedback about the whole day was very good, especially the warmth of 
the welcome and the very generous buffet lunch." 

PLEASE                         FOR SANDTOFT 

Registered Charity No. 514382     John Zebedee 

If you are not already familiar with Gift Aid, this scheme enables any registered 
charity to recover from HMRC the tax you have already paid on the amount of 
your membership subscription and any donations given. 

We already benefit from the Gift Aid declarations set up by many of our 
members, and the resulting extra income in recent years has been considerable. 
However, whilst recently preparing a claim for a refund of tax from HMRC, it 
became apparent that many who pay their Museum membership subscriptions 
through the contributing societies are not signed-up for Gift Aid. Even if you 
have already made a declaration for the BTA, BTS or DO&LRS, you still 
need to complete a second one for the Museum. 

Please help the Museum maximise its income by signing the Gift Aid declaration 
form. You can get this form in any of four ways: 

 Download it from our website at www.sandtoft.org/giftaid or via the 
“Museum” tab at the www.sandtoft.org 

 Ask for one at the Museum (in the Trolleyshop or at Reception), where 
you can complete it and hand it back 

 e-mail me at: trolleyfan99@gmail.com 

 Write to: John Zebedee, 16 Erskine Close, Bewbush, Crawley, West 
Sussex, RH11 8GL 

http://www.sandtoft.org/giftaid
http://www.sandtoft.org/
mailto:trolleyfan99@gmail.com
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When you complete the form, you will have to sign a declaration that you are 
currently a UK taxpayer, then return it to me by post (or hand it in at the 
Museum). Please help make what we receive back from the taxman even bigger 

- 25p extra for every £1 you give us is no bad deal ! 

TROLLEYBUSES SUBLIME – OR RIDICULOUS? 

And finally, as a slight change of theme from our regular content for this 

milestone edition of Sandtoft Scene, we are featuring the first of a series of rather 
off-beat items that have come your editor’s way recently. 

Cardiff 262 gets the push 
Back in January 1970, Cardiff’s trolleybus system was in the process of closing 
and transport enthusiast David Christie was following the events closely. His 
photograph (below) captures Cardiff 262 getting a friendly push into the depot, 
but whether the overhead power had failed we don’t know. Nor do we know 
whether the “Speed limit 4 mph” sign was observed. Surely these days, such an 
act would contravene several laws ! David took the picture the day before the 
closure, after which 262 (which had actually been in preservation since 1968) 
had a nomadic existence making several moves round the country. For a number 
of years, 262 was located at Sandtoft, and in 1995 it was moved back to Wales, 
where the Cardiff & South Wales Trolleybus Project has since been steadily 
carrying out restoration work. No.262 is a truly unique vehicle: the only surviving 
trolleybus bodied by Bruce Coachworks of Cardiff. Whether those doing the 
pushing are still around we have no idea, but according to legend they do have 
long lives and very long memories. 

Photo: David Christie         
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RUNNING DAYS IN 2016 

(Open 11.00am - 5.00pm unless stated otherwise) 

Easter Weekend Trolleydays 
with an Easter egg hunt for the children 

Saturday, 26 March   
Sunday, 27 March 
Monday, 28 March  Free Bus  

Weekend Trolleydays 
Saturday, 16 April   
Sunday, 17 April 

May Day Bank Holiday Weekend Trolleydays 
with the spotlight on our diesel buses 

Saturday, 30 April   
Sunday, 1 May 
Monday, 2 May  Free Bus  

1940s Trolleyday with free bus link to nearby Thorne’s 1940s day Saturday, 7 May   

Trolleyday Saturday, 14 May   

Trolleyday & Vintage Coach Rally Sunday, 15 May  Free Bus  

Spring Bank Holiday Big City Weekend Trolleydays 
featuring trolleybuses from Britain’s big cities 

Saturday, 28 May   
Sunday, 29 May 
Monday, 30 May  Free Bus  

Worldwide Weekend Trolleydays 
featuring our trolleybuses from overseas (including, on Saturday, the 
launch into service of our trolleybus from New Zealand, Wellington no.82) 

Saturday, 11 June   
Sunday, 12 June  Free Bus  

Weekend Trolleydays 
featuring memories of trolleybuses in Nottingham 

Saturday, 25 June   
Sunday, 26 June 

Weekend Trolleydays 
and Teddy Bears’ Picnic 

Saturday, 9 July   
Sunday, 10 July 

’Gathering Saturday Trolleyday - a preview of ’Gathering 
Day itself: twilight trolleybus operation & real ale beer tent 

Saturday, 30 July   
(Open 11.00am - 10.00pm 

Sandtoft Gathering 2016 
with visiting historic vehicles, transport flea market, live music, real ale 
beer tent & lots for the family to see & do 

Sunday, 31 July  Free Bus  
(Open 10.00am - 6.00pm) 

Blues & Twos Weekend & Trolleydays 
featuring visiting historic 999 vehicles with dramatic emergency services 
displays and demonstrations 

Saturday, 20 August  
Sunday, 21 August   Free Bus  

Late Summer Bank Holiday Weekend Trolleydays 
Saturday, 27 August  
Sunday, 28 August 
Monday, 29 August  Free Bus  

European Trolleybus Day & Weekend Trolleydays 
celebrating modern trolleybus technology & operation 

Saturday 17 September  
Sunday 18 September 

Weekend Trolleydays 
Saturday, 1 October  
Sunday, 2 October 

Isle of Axholme Running Day & Rally Sunday, 16 October Free Bus  

Twilight & After Dark Trolleyday 
with twilight & after-dark trolleybus operation 

Saturday, 12 November 
(Open 11.00am - 7.00pm) 

denotes Isle Coaches service 291 11.00am departure from Doncaster Interchange Bay C5, 

connects with free Museum bus at Epworth. Return at 4.10pm to connect at Epworth with Isle 
Coaches service 399 to Doncaster (where it arrives 5.35pm) 

Free Bus denotes FREE bus service from Doncaster Interchange (adjacent to railway station) direct 

to The Trolleybus Museum. Departs Interchange, Bay C6, at 12.00noon. Return departs 
Museum at 4.00pm. (journey time approximately 40 minutes) 

ADMISSION (charges include a Gift Aid donation): 

Adult £8.00 Senior (61+) £7.00 Concession £6.00 Family (2 Adults + up to 4 Concessions) £25.50 

On days shown on red background: 

Adult £10.00 Senior (61+) £8.50 Concession £6.50 Family (2 Adults+ up to 4 Concessions) £29.50
 

For full up-to-date details, visit www.sandtoft.org 

http://www.sandtoft.org/

