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Our Vision Statement is

To be nationally acknowledged as the Museum of the
Trolleybus and to entertain, educate and give excellent value

and service to our visitors

and portrays exactly why the Museum exists and how the Company and the Museum
should be run. All considerations, decisions, directives, policies, processes and actions
of the Directors and the Members must be focused to meet this end.
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Yet another busy and successful operating season has
been and gone, and with the Museum closed for the
winter, we can reflect very positively on the events and
achievements of 2016. In his Chairman's address at the
AGM (summarised on page 29), Graham Bilbé thanked
everyone who has contributed both to keeping the
Museum running and to moving forward on several fronts:
personally, I will always remember 2016 as "the year of
the Wellington".

It often seems that the more we do, the more we'd like to do in the future, despite
the shortterm obstacles sometimes encountered. However, the limiting factor is
usually the availability of volunteers: we always need more of them, both for the
skilled jobs to keep our trolleybuses running, and for the more mundane and
routine jobs that are so vital to our operation and reputation. Newcomers to fill
these jobs seem nearimpossible to recruit, but we must never stop trying. And
we don't just need extra volunteers; we need replacements as well, as many of
us "older hands" see our own contributions tailingoff as the years go by, whilst
still optimistically pursuing the vision of an expanding Museum.

Editing Sandtoft Scene over the past five years has made me realise how much
the Museum and the efforts of those who work there are appreciated by our
visitors. I have also gained quite an insight into the complexities and difficulties in
making it all happen  of which creating this magazine is just a small component.

Finally, having been responsible for the past 20 editions, I must heartily thank all
our contributors for providing material of such variety and interest; without their
input there would have been no magazine for you to read. For me, editing
Sandtoft Scene has always been a worthwhile and rewarding task, and I am very
pleased that good continuity will be maintained, thanks to the new editorial team
of four (see page 5). I wish them the very best of luck, and encourage current
contributors to keep the material rollingin, whilst appealing to those of you who
haven't yet done so to write something for 'Scene and share it with our readers.

We extend a warm welcome to the following new members:
Mr Keith Baynton (Fleetwood)
Mr David Bowler (Switzerland)
Mr Michael Butler (Huntingdon)
Mrs Cawkill (Ulleskelf)
Mr R A J Chalmers (Warminster)
Mr Kenneth Charles (Waltham Abbey)

Mr Terence Dyckhoff (Reading)
Mr Brian Farrow (Burringham)
Mrs Julie Farrow (Burringham)
Mr Jake Pullen (Doncaster)
Mr Joshua Whysall (Doncaster)

Winter Working Parties: HELP NEEDED, PLEASE! See Page 32



London 1348 We are very pleased to announce that 1348, which had previously
been on longterm loan to us from the Transport Museum Society of Ireland, has
now been officially handed over to the Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft.

Maidstone 56 was towed to the workshops of First South Yorkshire at
Rotherham on 11 November. The first job will be replacing the window rubbers
and the vehicle will then have a full external repaint. However, the repainting may
have to take place elsewhere, due to First's proposals to close its Midland Road
works in February.

Doncaster 22 had a reconditioned clutch fitted last March but its operation was
hampered by a worn flywheel. To remove the flywheel on an AEC Mark III
necessitates engine removal and DO&LRS engineers Mike Hirst and Jim
Sambrooks decided to have the engine overhauled
whilst it was out. It has been taken to Graham
Green, a known and trusted motor mechanic, and
is currently receiving its first major attention in over
40 years.
This overhaul will cost several thousand pounds
and any donations would be very much
appreciated by DO&LRS Treasurer, Richard
Stansfield. Cheques, payable to DO&LRS, should
be sent to him at 49 Cecil Avenue, Warmsworth,
Doncaster DN4 9QP.
Thanks go to Ian Metcalfe for help removing the
engine and to Dave Hanchett for transporting it on
its long journey to Fifield in Berkshire.

A radical dismantling for Doncaster 22
Photo: Bob Ashton

Ready to depart for Rotherham, Maidstone 56 coupled to the former Yorkshire Rider ERF
recovery vehicle, now preserved at Keighley Bus Museum and driven by the photographer

Photo: Kiran Tolson
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Doncaster 112 (a.k.a. “The Tarburner”) Mike Hirst has achieved 126 working
visits to this littleseen vehicle in recent years, resulting in strengthened roof
sticks and the refitting and painting of the ceiling panels removed over thirty years
ago. The bells have been rewired and interior lamps refitted after all the top deck
polished wood was scraped back and revarnished. Temporary fitment of
batteries proved all to be in working order. Mike acknowledges assistance from
John Boddy with this project.

Left:
Doncaster
112
undergoing
longterm
restoration in
the former
chapel at
Westgate

Above: With the interior painstakingly revarnished, the upper
saloon is illuminated again after 30 years

Photos: Jim Sambrooks

When John Stainforth said he wanted to step down from editing Sandtoft Scene,
one thing was clear – no single person could do the job! That’s why we’ve got
together to take over the editing of the magazine, starting with the April issue.
We need your help: Whether you are already a regular contributor or, like us,
new to all this  we need your content to keep 'Scene an interesting read.
We want your ideas: What would you like to see in Sandtoft Scene? We have
lots of ideas but we want yours too!
Get in touch: You can still contact us by emailing scene@sandtoft.org or
individually as below, or write to "Sandtoft Scene" at the Museum address.
Lastly we must thank John for his sterling work over the last five years building up
the magazine to what you see today, and for his good advice which we know will
support a smooth handover.

Helen Cross Ian Brown David Hanchett Patrick Wilkinson

ianbrown@
sandtoft.org

helencross@
sandtoft.org

patrickwilkinson@
sandtoft.org

davidhanchett@
sandtoft.org
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“Hold Tight Please… Learner driver up front!” Richard Jackson
The Trolleybus Museum has, over many years since 2008, been developing the
Trolleybus Driving Experience ("TDE") package. These events are a unique
opportunity for members of the public to attend the Museum on a closed day and
to experience the distinctive thrill of controlling one of our historic trolley vehicles.

On 19 September last, I was invited along to observe one of these TDE days. On
the day in question we had our chairman, Graham Bilbé, as the "Driver Trainer",
Mike Johnson as the "Conductor Trainer" and David Hanchett as "a bit of
everything as required".

Although we have never had an incident occur where a trolleybus has been
damaged during these events, it is always prudent to ensure that we don’t use a
privatelyowned vehicle. So, those in use on the day were Derby 172 and
Huddersfield 631. Being a threeaxle vehicle, the latter was saved until later in
the day, to give the participants something different to handle and to demonstrate
how vehicles can vary. The difference most commented on after changing 'buses
was that the handbrake on a Huddersfield trolleybus is on the opposite side to
one from Derby.

During our open days, a complete service run consists of two inner circuits and
two outer circuits. Now, although our participants are always eager, we don’t
throw them in at the deep end straight away and expect them to drive a complete
run on their first attempt. Instead, we break up the run and the morning sessions
are focused solely on learning the vehicle’s unique characteristics and gaining

The four trainees
and their families
all seem to be
enjoying their
experiences, as
they assemble in
front of
Huddersfield 631,
together with the
volunteer staff who
have made
everything happen

Photo:
Stewart David
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familiarity with the inner circuit. For example, it usually takes a few attempts for
trainees to realise how far you can push the power pedal before the trolleybus
intervenes and the circuit breakers click off. However, credit to our group,
throughout the whole day there was only one occasion when the breakers
needed resetting! Well done, guys! (I’ll not mention how many times I did it
throughout my learning process!).

Whilst the trainee
receives individual
guidance and
encouragement, his
personal group of
guests sample the
passenger
experience on board
Derby utility no.172

Photo:
Mike Johnson

It is worth mentioning that for someone who has never driven a bus before,
especially a trolleybus, this can be a daunting task to undertake. With a 26to30
foot long vehicle weighing close to 10 tons under your control, there is bound to
be some apprehension. Add into this that the foot controls on trolleybuses are the
opposite way around to normal, the mirrors are ridiculously small in comparison
with modern vehicles and, of course, there is the huge issue of being connected
at the top! So there is a great deal for our willing participants to learn. However,

In the role of trainee
conductor, one of the
participants operates a frog
under David Hanchett's
supervision, signalling to the
trainee driver that it is "safe to
proceed"

Photo: Mike Johnson



under the expert guidance of our driver trainer, these
issues are easily mastered.

Having said that, driving the 'bus is only half of the
challenge: our overhead network offers a potential
minefield of breakerblowing opportunities. From the
loading bay and around the inner circuit there are six
"dead" sections, and going onto the outer circuit
requires the driver to navigate through two frogs.
Luckily, the Trolleybus Museum is kind to its drivers
and a very clear white line has been painted across the
road to advise them where to release the power pedal.
The trick is to make sure you have enough speed to
coast through each "dead" section, but within reason,
as our Managing Director is always watching! On that
day last September we never got stuck in a "dead",
although it was close a few times. (Ever tried pushing a
bus? – definitely a team building exercise!) We do, of
course, explain about the overhead network prior to the
trainees starting to drive, so everyone knows what to
expect whilst on the move.

Once each participant has tried their hand at the inner
circuit, and we’ve all refreshed ourselves with the
bountiful buffet, it’s time to venture out onto the outer
circuit. However, I must stop writing about 'buses for a
moment, and start mentioning the buffet lunch. This is supplied by our caterer
extraordinaire, Gill Ferris and her friend Jan Neale. I might have a reputation for
sensing food (especially cake) from anywhere within the Museum, and sure
enough as our trolleybus kept driving past The Tea Trolley Café, I could tell we
were in for a feast. I watched wishfully as plate after plate of sandwiches, pork
pies, chicken strips, pasta and quiches kept appearing until the buffet table could
hold no more. Then, upon a separate table, appeared the multitude of cakes! But
you’ll have to take a Trolleybus Driving Experience course to find out about that.

Gill Ferris
(right) and Jan
Neale
preparing a
splendiferous
lunchtime
spread for the
TDE
participants
and their
guests

Photo:
Mike Johnson

Participants concentrate
their attention upwards as
Graham Bilbé explains the
complexities of the
overhead wiring

Photo: Mike Johnson
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Right  back to trolleybuses! The outer circuit starts to become trickier for our
cohort, as they start to really learn about how far the trolleybus can stray from the
wires. For example, some participants try to follow the kerb, especially going past
the toilet block. We have a very dense section of overhead wiring there, and
understandably it can be confusing the first time to remember which ones you are
connected to. So encouraging them to be constantly vigilant to ensure they keep
as central to the wires as possible is a whole new style of driving. I was
impressed by how skilfully all our four trainees managed to navigate around the
corners. It can be very easy to undercut (or overcut) the bends, which can cause
the booms to stretch to their maximum. Fortunately, Mike Johnson didn’t need to
get his hands dirty repoling trolleyheads as everyone stayed on the wires all day.

After familiarisation with the network and the vehicle, and after returning to the
café to charge up on tea and cake, the final part of the driving experience is
coupling the inner circuit and outer circuit together to try and complete a full
service run. This includes departing from the loading bay and navigating a total of
13 "dead"sections, two manual frogs and the automatic frog, and finally returning
to the loading bay.

For last September's TDE, we spiced it up at this point by putting the little two
axle 80horsepowered trolleybus away and bringing out the big one: a threeaxle
thirtyfooter with a 120hp motor. With a heavier and longer trolleybus to contend
with, this is certainly an advanced step for our nowconfident participants. There
are several differences between these two vehicles, which our trainees now
begin to discover. For example, they start to understand the difference between
automatic and normal acceleration, and variations in harshness of the electric
brakes. All four trainee drivers that day preformed a successful service run,
steady and smooth around the network. Unfortunately, the automatic frog went
unfired, but not even our best drivers manage to operate it successfully every time.

To round off the day everyone gathers in the café, where (you’ve guessed it!)
more tea and coffee is consumed, and the remainder of the buffet and cake is
distributed into "goody bags" for our visitors to munch on their journeys home.
Each participant receives a certificate of completion, a complimentary year’s

The Tea Trolley Café
provides the focal point
for a TDE event, with
participants and
volunteers enjoying a
lunchtime break  an
essential component of
the day's activities

Photo: Mike Johnson
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membership of the Trolleybus Museum, and one of our Museum Fleet
Handbooks.

The Trolleybus Driving Experience package has been developed progressively
over several years, and we hope it will continue to develop as more people enrol.
Over the past few years we have offered four TDE days each year: they have
been extremely popular and have always been oversubscribed. For 2017 the
number of TDEs has been significantly increased and now includes two weekend
dates for those who cannot manage a weekday. At the time of going to press
places are still available. Go to www.sandtoft.org/experience and follow the
booking link for the dates, but hurry  they are still likely to sell out quickly! So, if
you are keen yourself or are short of ideas for a special birthday present, please
drop us an email or visit our website and we’ll be delighted to welcome you
aboard a Trolleybus Driving Experience.
Editor's note: Bob Chalmers was one of the TDE trainees on the day described
by Richard and he enjoyed the experience so much that he wrote an article for
the BTS magazine Trolleybus. It appears in the November 2016 edition and
offers an interesting alternative perspective on the day's activities.

A minor mystery David Beach
The articles in Sandtoft Scene from Steve Collins and
"Black Rod" have aroused many memories of times and
friends gone by. The following item is very unimportant in
the general scheme of things, but I hope might be of some
interest to those around at the time.

In 1964, two friends and I collaborated closely to set up the
Huddersfield Trolleybus Preservation Fund (HTPF). We were aged 15 and 16,
and still at school. My parents had high hopes for me academically, only to be
seriously disappointed. The blame fell on the trolleybuses. We felt that older
enthusiasts should have been making attempts to preserve one of the
Huddersfield trolleybuses recently condemned by the abandonment decision.
However, none seemed interested, so we tried to fill the gap despite our
inexperience and impecunity.

Within a year, we had been approached by Howard Piltz, who was a little older
than us and involved in a scheme to preserve Ashton 80 under the name of the
Omnibus Select Society (OSS). At his suggestion, we formed, by very loose and
undefined connection, the "Northern Trolleybus Federation", under which
strapline our next three newsletters (nos.5, 6 and 7) were published.

Production of those three editions was a labourintensive process, using a
primitive Gestetnertype of duplicator with no moving parts. A typewriter was used
to cut the text into a wax stencil, which was then placed on a fixed wooden frame
with a sort of gauze support. Each copy sheet was individually created, by
bringing an inked handroller over it, squeezing some ink through the holes onto
the paper. The quality of the print from this "Neocyclostyle" technology was
somewhat variable, being dependent on the amount of ink on the roller and how
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much pressure was applied!

The next newsletter, no.8, undated but probably appearing later in 1965, was
issued jointly by the Manchester Trolleybus Preservation Society, Nottingham
Trolleybus Group (NTG), HTPF, and OSS. Edited  I think  by Howard Piltz, it
outlined a plan that these groups were to amalgamate as a single limited
company, although the HTPF's policy was not yet determined.

The Wolverhampton Trolleybus Group was being "courted" as well. Vehicles
under the ownership of these groups were claimed to be Manchester 1250,
Nottingham 466 and 493, Ashton 80, potentially Wolverhampton 616, and Barton
motorbus 816, which was to be made available for towing. It also claimed that
negotiations were taking place for a Manchester BUT, a Notts & Derby BUT from
Bradford and a Newcastle Q1. The next newsletter published by the HTPF in
February 1966, makes no mention of any of the above grandiose schemes and it
is clear that we were avoiding any administrative link with other groups.

Some time in the middle of all this, my father took a phone call, and grumpily said
it was "something to do with trolleybuses" as he passed it to me. The person at
the other end, speaking from a telephone box on a bad line, gave a name which I
misheard but took to be Howard Piltz. He wanted to come to see me, and shortly
after came round, with a friend. During the discussion it became clear to me that I
was not talking with Howard Piltz at all, but I was too embarrassed and confused
by now to ask them who on earth they were! They obviously assumed I would
know. The gist of their narrative was that they were good people trying to
preserve trolleybuses, worthy of support from HTPF, and that there were others 
whose names meant nothing to me  who were best avoided. To this day I do not
know who they were, but suspect that "Black Rod" was either one of my guests
or was the subject of their antipathy. Maybe one of them is reading this and can
help me to solve this mystery?

Our other contact with Plumtree was through our member Bob Denham, who was
at Nottingham University. He purchased Huddersfield 217 which had been in
service with West Bridgford UDC, and became involved with the NTG at
Plumtree. He admired Ted Farnsworth, who I imagine to be "The Chairman", and
remarked favourably on his apparent means of fund raising, i.e. to take out a
second mortgage on his house, which I felt was not entirely sensible. I did visit
Plumtree and felt it lacked potential, but these were early days and people had to
clutch at straws in order to rescue and house trolleybuses. When the enthusiasts
in that area later established the East Midlands Transport Group, Bob established
an "EMTG Northern Branch", based in Huddersfield, but concentrating on
motorbus preservation. Sadly he died in tragic circumstances several years ago.

I think I take the view, however, that whatever the amalgamations, splits, rows
and backstabbing from those years, those involved might look back now with
pleasure on what was ultimately achieved, and although the success of Sandtoft
owes significantly to Mike Dare's enthusiasm and money, nevertheless it was
these warring teenagers who rescued so many of the vehicles now residing there
and elsewhere. So it was all right In The End.
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A response from “Black Rod”
Firstly, may I thank our editor, John Stainforth and particularly David Beach for
allowing me a “preview” of David’s interesting article. It is a sobering thought that,
in the early days of trolleybus preservation, so many of us (myself included) were
at school or recent schoolleavers!

David mentions that Howard Piltz, who was Secretary of the Omnibus Select
Society (OSS) approached the recently formed Huddersfield Trolleybus
Preservation Fund (HTPF) with a view to a cooperation with both his own
organisation and the Nottingham Trolleybus Group (NTG). Whilst I have no
record of my own initial meeting date with Howard, it must have been circa March
1965 when he first visited Plumtree. There had already been discord between the
Wolverhampton enthusiasts and the National Trolleybus Association (NTA)
culminating in a “protest” letter being circulated in September 1964. By March
1965, the NTG relationship with the NTA was also “shaky”, culminating in the
removal of Huddersfield 541 from the Plumtree site some time after 7 March
1965, with the final breakdown in communication during December 1965.

At this time, as detailed in my series of articles in Sandtoft Scene, it remained
NTG policy to try and cooperate with other preservation groups to avoid
duplication of vehicles and to try and create a working national trolleybus
museum – somewhere! The NTG view at that time was that there was insufficient
finance available for individual groups to set up their own local working circuits.
An “amalgamation” would be financially necessary to create such a museum and,
initially, a jointly funded towing vehicle would be useful!

Plumtree was considered a “safe” site for storage  albeit outside  but not then
regarded by NTG members as a potential operational museum site, this
happening at a slightly later date. We had the space to store additional vehicles
and were pleased to accommodate preserved trolleybuses when and if
necessary. Howard took advantage of this situation with Ashton 80 whose
previous site at Rusholme was potentially open to vandalism. He really became
our “ambassador” in the north.

David is correct in stating that Howard was the editor of some jointly issued
Newsletters at that time under the Northern Trolleybus Federation banner. As
David also mentions, these outlined these proposals and ideas for a joining of
forces. Whilst the Federation did not flourish, the individual members did
thankfully manage to save many trolleybuses for us to enjoy today and the
principle of cooperation was successfully employed by Mike Dare in setting up
Sandtoft.

However, it was definitely not myself that phoned up and turned up at David’s
house. Since there was no actual discord within the NTG at that time (this came
later!) I do not believe that it would have been any other Nottingham enthusiast. I
and other NTG members did support an HTPF tour on 25 April 1965 (using 578
and 631) but certainly made no “house calls”!

David – your mystery visitors are also a mystery to me....
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Blues and Twos Weekend: 2021 August

David Hanchett and Richard Jackson
Our very good friends came to join us again, with their wonderfully preserved and
fully functioning emergency response vehicles. We were treated to a
demonstration every hour during the Saturday and Sunday. Each day started with
a parade of the assembled vehicles, giving our guests a chance to annoy the
neighbours with "dingalingalings", "neenorneenors" and "woowoowoo
woos". There were also shed fires, so realistic that our site director Tony Ferris
feared he would be contacting the insurance company afterwards.

A mock traffic incident occurred in which a car appeared to have crashed into one
of our newly painted traction poles. No, I will not say whether the driver was male
or female, but I will say that the way the team handled the injured person at the
wheel was very professional, and an informative continuing commentary left us in
no doubt that they knew exactly what they were doing. When the stunt organiser
was asked whether the car was badly damaged, he said: "I hope not, I've got to
drive it home tonight!"

Fire, police and
ambulance
services
converge in the
aftermath of the
collision

Photo:
Dave Chick

Things appeared to have got out of hand at one point much later on, as one of
the firefighters was arrested by the police and taken away during one of the
"shouts" (callouts). A miniature traction engine was on hand, to offer rides to the
public around the centre grass. This added another welcome dimension to the
display.

Any visiting children were offered the chance to "drench a firefighter" at the end
of the day, which put many a grin on a little face! One member of the public
suggested that we could add a "drench a bus conductor" option, until it was
pointed out that Sandtoft do not provide their staff with wet weather uniforms, so
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Parked out of service whilst the action unfolded, trolleybuses on duty for the weekend were
Nottingham 506, Bradford 792 and London 1348 Photo: Dave Chick

Off duty late on Sunday
afternoon when the day's
incidents had all been dealt
with, the fire crews submitted to
a burst of watercannon. Do
quacky things like this really
happen at the Museum?

Photo: Paul Colegate

health and safety regulations would not permit this. "Shame  soak them
anyway!" came the retort. I know Tony Ferris would agree with this as he
proclaims he does not much like "the excesses" of health and safety, and  ah
yes  he is not a conductor!

Five fire engines were in attendance: a Commer, a Scania and two Dennises,
together with a "Green Goddess" Bedford from the East Riding Auxiliary Fire
Service. The police cars included two Jaguars, a Morris Minor and an MG from
Sussex Constabulary, still displaying its original 1971 tax disc costing a mere
£617s6d. A more unusual visitor was an American Chevrolet police car, formerly
with the Bethlehem Police Force. Representing the third emergency service were
a contract ambulance currently working for the NHS and a modern rapid
response paramedic's car.

Once again our thanks must go to our visiting emergency service actors, who
might as well have been the real thing. Our staff and public alike thoroughly
enjoyed their efforts. Will we see you again next year, guys?



Late Summer
Bank Holiday
Weekend:
2729 August

Above: Visitors
relax at the picnic
tables whilst
London 1348
makes a tight turn
and Derby 172
takes a break with
the booms down
Photo: Dave Chick

Just a week after
Blues & Twos, and
despite a mixture of
sunshine and showers,
there were plenty of
visitors on the
Saturday, with Derby
172, Bradford 746
and London 1348 in
service. Overall,
this was a very successful weekend, and our volunteers coped well with another
very busy day on Bank Holiday Monday, despite being shortstaffed in one or two
areas. Monday saw almost 600 passenger journeys being taken and extra Isle
Tours had to be provided to cope with the visitor numbers.

Bradford 746
passing
Derby 172,
with South
Yorkshire
PTE 2450 on
display and
Doncaster 33
on the free
bus service

Photo:
Bob Ashton

Left: On Bank
Holiday Monday a
group of military
jeeps added to the
scene
Photo: Bob Ashton



European
Weekend:
1718 September

Once again this event
was organised to
coincide with the
annual European
Trolleybus Day, which
is part of an EU
sponsored initiative to
promote trolleybus
transport as an
important part of
sustainable urban mobility in European cities. The theme is "Green, clean and
smart” and those topics were brought out in the special talks given by Dave Chick
on both days, describing modern trolleybus developments around the world.

Running in service were Glasgow TB78 and London 1348, together with our
recentlyrestored (and Europeanmanufactured) Wellington 82. Marseille 202,
Limoges 5 and South Yorkshire PTE's "Electroline" 2450 was also on display. We
were very pleased to read the following comments about the event, posted on
Trip Advisor by a visitor from Welwyn Garden City:

"I took the opportunity of a holiday in Lincolnshire to visit this special place, timing
perfect for European weekend. Not only everything others have already
described in reviews here, but lucky to get the European trolleybus video and
talk. Contrary to some of the negative comments in the Yorkshire Evening Post
about the demise of the Leeds trolleybus plan, trolleybuses are not some old
fashioned technology and not antienvironment. The reality, as demonstrated

Several visitors cycled
to the Museum during
the weekend. On the
Saturday we were
pleased to help a small
group who visited us
as part of a sponsored
cycle ride in aid of
SCOPE. On the
Sunday, twelve visitors
arrived by bicycle,
including ten who were
on a longdistance
cycle ride

Photo: Dave Chick

Glasgow TB78 and Marseille 202 Photo: Bob Ashton
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across Europe, is that they are modern, highly efficient and very environmentally
friendly. A particular point I picked up is that they can now switch to battery power
not only to extend the route out of town but also provide flexibility in town without
poles to add to street clutter. This video and talk should be more frequent as it
highlights trolleybuses now, not just history."

Isle of Axholme Running Day and Rally: 16 October
A personal review by Jim Sambrooks

A bright start to the day was accompanied by heavy dew. I was booked on at
9:00am for parking duties on the rally field and two vehicles were already parked
up when I arrived. Others came in in dribs and drabs then it started to rain, not
much at first then it became torrential before reducing to a downpour. “It’s getting
brighter over there” was heard many times but we weren’t “over there”. I felt sorry
for those who’d spent hours preparing their vehicles only to arrive covered in road
dirt. I particularly admired the two men on mopeds who arrived in the thick of the
rain: they had come from nearby Crowle and had intended joining the road run in
Doncaster but turned short. It was good of them to turn up at all.

The owner of one preserved car, a 1956 Ford Popular, wouldn’t set off in heavy
rain due to the model’s vacuum wipers: the faster the engine runs, the slower the
wipers work  a wonderful piece of engineering by Ford’s designers.

As usual, the rally vehicles congregated at Aeroventure, the South Yorkshire
Aircraft Museum, and travelled in convoy via Doncaster to Sandtoft. Things got a
bit hectic when the rally arrived around lunchtime, but they all parked up and I
went for my meal break. It was during the afternoon when buses started to leave
that some got bogged down and had to be towed out by our trusty tractors,
chewing the field up a bit as a result, and providing more entertainment for our visitors.

My duties after dinner were shown on the roster board as “Epworth Manager” and
I wondered how I would manage all of Epworth. It turned out I was to be bus co
ordinator on Mowbray Street, the hub of the free bus services. It had stopped
raining by then and the sun was shining. Last year we had Mowbray Street to
ourselves but this year there was a party going on in the Mowbray Arms and cars
were parked on the road outside, leaving little room for our services, but our
skilful drivers coped admirably.

This year we ran to Owston Ferry and Westwoodside from Epworth connecting
there with buses to and from the Museum and from the Museum hourly to Thorne
North railway station, with trains to Hull and Doncaster connecting to the main
line services.

Buses used on the Epworth services included the "purple stripe duo" (Doncaster
33 and 55), Sheffield Atlantean 1357 and several visiting vehicles. Preserved Isle
Coaches N100 ABC, a Northern Countiesbodied DAF, felt quite at home, even
displaying the correct destination for journeys to Epworth, Westwoodside and
Owston Ferry. Also participating were Lincolnshire Road Car LO603 (B503 FFW),
an ECWbodied Leyland Olympian from the Lincolnshire Road Transport
Museum, and Chesterfield 225 (225 LRB), a Weymannbodied Leyland PD2.
London Transport Routemaster RM 1152 (152 CLT) had arrived on the Saturday



Yesterday's transport at the Isle of

1 Huddersfield 472
parked beyond
the aviation
display at
Aeroventure

2 In the gloom that
morning, an East
Kent Dennis
Lancet is seen on
display for the
event

3 Passengers for
Epworth boarding
the Lincolnshire
Leyland Olympian

4 A 1952 Fordson
Thames lorry

5 One of the
bookstalls inside
the depot
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1 2

5
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Axholme Running Day and Rally

6 This Nash Austin
Metropolitan dates
back to 1958

7 A former Citroen 2CV
rebuilt as a replica
BSA/ Morgan

8 Visitors admiring
Chesterfield 225 from
the picnic benches

9 A stylish Jaguar
heads a row of classic
cars

10 A trio of Morris
Minors outside the
Sunbeam cycle shop
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1,35,79 Bob Ashton

2, 6: Pat Ashton

10: Jim Sambrooks
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Above: First South Yorkshire's
Volvo B9TL no.37230 in
traditional Doncaster Transport
livery Photo: Bob Ashton

Left: Former East Yorkshire
Volvo B7TL no.647 is now an
EYMS Bus & Coach Training
vehicle Photo: Pat Ashton

Below: Displaying a customised
"Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft"
destination, Stagecoach East
Midlands Dennis Enviro400 was
new in August 2016

Photo: Bob Ashton

Today's
buses
at the
Isle

event
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and caused us some difficulty when it refused to start and had to be pushed into
the workshop. When it finally did start, it was found that the flexible exhaust pipe
was blowing, preventing its operation. With Doncaster 22 off the road with its
engine out, the pipe from 22 was borrowed and fitted and the RM was
serviceable again. Thanks go to Omnibus Solutions for the loan of this vehicle.

Visiting exhibits not used in service included Chesterfield 266 (GNU 266C), a
Weymannbodied Daimler CCG6: this is the variant fitted with a Guy constant
mesh gearbox which is taking some getting used to by the owners, but I
guarantee they will love driving it when they do master the gears. Ken Thompson
displayed his exEast Kent Dennis Lancet. Another Lancet was Hornsby’s GNW
432 with Thurgood body; this was accompanied by 8955 RH, a 2014 Plaxton
bodied coach from Hornsby’s. Incidentally your scribe once lived in Ware where
GNW 432’s body was built.

The oldest vehicle on display was JY 1780, a 1933 Austin Ten Deluxe, whilst the
newest was a 2016registered Alexander Dennis 'decker from Stagecoach East
Midlands.

The event was organised for DO&LRS by Kieran Proctor and, as DO&LRS
Chairman, I say “thank you” to Kieran and all who assisted in any way to make
this the successful event it was.

Displaying the
correct destination
for service 20 to
Westwoodside is
N600 ABC, a DAF
SB200 recently
preserved from Isle
Coaches, seen at
the Mowbray Arms
terminus in Epworth

Photo:
Jim Sambrooks

Trolleybus Operations during the Running Day and Rally
Richard Jackson

From the perspective of the Traffic Department, the Isle of Axholme event is
another of our busier operating days, with several visiting vehicles teaming up
with the trolleybus service to ensure that all our visitors are given plenty of choice
when deciding which vintage vehicle to travel on.

During the day, the trolleybus service was joined by visiting Routemaster
RM1152. With Chas Allen at the controls, it fitted in seamlessly with its London
trolleybus companion, no. 1348. We even managed to run the two
simultaneously, to create that real London scene experience. The rest of the
trolleybus fleet in service comprised Glasgow TB78, Wellington 82 and Bradford 746.
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London 1348 makes another circuit during a rainy afternoon, with Bradfords 746 and 792
parked in the siding and Doncaster 55 on motorbus duties Photo: Bob Ashton

Visiting
Routemaster
RM 1152
makes a
suitable
partner for
London
1348 during
service
operations

Photo:
Pat Ashton

Throughout the day, the Museum was a hive of activity with an endless stream of
vehicles entering and exiting the site, and many others parked on the central
grass area for our visitors to admire. The typical northern weather did cause
traction issues for one motorbus, which needed "tractoring" to terrafirma.

In addition, the trolleybus depot had been semicleared for an intriguing array of
stalls to be set up, and these retailers appeared to be doing roaring trade all day
long, offering everything from models to timetables: something for the children
and the enthusiasts alike.
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For a brief period during the afternoon, the trolleybuses ceased their silent
operation whilst the whole museum was filled with the historic sound of old
motorbuses doubledeclutching skilfully around the circuit in a rather impressive
cavalcade.

It is worth mentioning that we made one Scottish gentleman extremely happy to
find himself once again sitting on Glasgow TB78 after many years. Throughout
the day he regaled us with many stories of travelling on this very trolleybus, and
the smile on his face when we offered him a chance to sit in the cab was truly
amazing. It just reminds us why we run events like these.

Keeping the Museum presentable for visitors always requires a steady stream of
work to be done on the site, and this has continued throughout the past year.
Some of these jobs have already been mentioned in Sandtoft Scene, and this
report  compiled with the help of information from John Whipham  gives a fuller
picture of what has been going on.

Bob and Pat Ashton have put a great deal of effort into giving a facelift to the
brown Sheffield tram body in the central grass area. It has been tidied up both
externally and internally, with work being done to clean and rearrange the
display areas visible through its windows. Following a revarnishing of the
exterior, this project is now complete.

Our painting contractor, Steve Cox, has repainted several more traction poles
around Sandtoft Square. This work will continue for a number of years, as we
have around 40 poles in total, supporting the overhead wiring. Gerry Carroll has
been busy painting the fronts of the shops in the Square, which has given the
woodwork a new lease of life. In addition, Gerry has painted the Huddersfield
tram shelter, and the fence around the children’s playground has also received a
coat of paint.

Both the rally field and the central grass area are great assets to the Museum,
but the associated grass cutting is always a significant piece of work for our
volunteers  a frequent task during the summer and autumn, usually carried out
by Tony Ferris and John Whipham. And, when the grass finally stops growing, our
many trees seem to create an endless supply of leaves to be cleared up. Several
trees have been drastically cut back during 2016, and the hawthorn hedges cut
right down to aid maintenance. Future grass cutting will be a little easier in some
places, thanks to the recent removal of a number of tree stumps.

Other jobs carried out last summer included getting the petrol pumps in place and
painted, together with further concreting in the area behind the toilets. Work has
also been done on the Skegness building, and the reassembly of the Lichfield
shelter took another step forward with the fitting of its window frames.

We are sorry to report the death last August of our member Irvine Bell, who lived
in Lytham St Annes. He was 71. Our sympathy goes to his family and friends.
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Johan Buurman
Some months ago, Tim Stubbs and the author discussed the "Black Rod" articles
in 'Scene. As there are so many similarities between the preservation of British
trolleybuses and Arnhem 101, Tim suggested I should write an article about it. I
said "yes" under one condition: Tim should translate my "Dutch English" into
"British English"! Well, he did, and thank you Tim, you did a fine job.
Around 1970 I wrote a letter about preserving trolleybus no.101 to Mr Aussems,
then director of Arnhem's municipal transport operator Gemeente Vervoerbedrijf
Arnhem (GVA). At that time 101 was still in service, being the first and oldest
trolleybus in Arnhem, and being important as the first vehicle of a new system in
the history of Arnhem public transport after World War II. No.101 is a BUT 9721T
(chassis no.9721T005) with English Electric equipment and an EEC 90kW motor.
She has Verheul bodywork and is 11.26 metres long (approximately 37ft 0in),
seating 37 passengers with space for 33 standing.

Mr Aussems was a very nice man and I used to see him quite a lot in those days.
He told me that there were no plans to preserve a trolleybus, but he knew
someone who was interested in preserving 101 for a trolleybus museum
somewhere in Great Britain. No.101 was formally the property of the City of
Arnhem, and, after a positive decision by the local council, he was willing to hand
101 over to the museum. This was how I met the late Gert Aberson and I became
a member of the NTA.

Gert and I had our first meeting at my home at Rembrandtlaan in Velp, where
trolleybuses on route 1 on their way to Oosterbeek passed every 10 minutes at
that time. We saw this as a suitable place to talk about the future of Arnhem 101.
Gert told me he knew a museum in Great Britain that could be interested in
preserving 101 and he had already written a letter to the trolleybus museum, at a
place called Sandtoft, wherever that was! I had  and still have  a good friend
named Otto Tanger, with a big garden, and he agreed that 101 could be stored
there, awaiting future shipment to Sandtoft.

After some time, Gert received a letter from the museum at Sandtoft. He was  in
a very polite and nice way  told that the museum was in principle interested in
101, but clearly wasn’t all that keen on another continental trolleybus (albeit of
British origin) in need of a lot of restoration. I have to admit that 101 was quite
rundown at that time and its body was in a rather bad condition. However, we
were told that Arnhem 101 would be welcome in Sandtoft if we were to pay for
the shipment. As both of us were students at that time, that was financially
impossible for us, and Gert wrote accordingly to the museum. As we were not too
keen to lose 101 to a museum so far away, we didn’t even enquire about
shipment costs! We also asked the National Railway Museum in Utrecht if they
were interested, but they were not. However, later on there was some passing
interest there, as we know that in 1975 trolleybus no.139 went for a while to this
museum.

In 1972, no.101 was taken out of service with a damaged traction motor



Below: 101 at Stationsplein (railway station) as it was in the early 'fifties, before the (then new)
bus station was built. Only trolleybus route 1 had a bus stop there at that time as the central hub
was at Willemsplein. The
view had changed little
since the prewar tramway
era. 101 stands where the
trams on route 1 to
Oosterbeek stood and the
photographer stood where
tram route 3 (Alteveer) had
its terminus in front of the
railway station. The (steel)
traction standard to the far
left is from the tram period,
whilst the concrete
standards in the middle and
to the right are new

A brand new 101 in
Rembrandtlaan, Velp, with
the Scintilla indicator on the
right of the front door.
These were soon removed
as cyclists were sometimes
hit as it swept out of its slot.
Today, this spot looks still
the same, albeit without
wires since the Velp
terminus was relocated.

Photos: Gelders Archief/
Gelderland Archives

(all dated 1949/50)

Left: A towncentre view of 101 in
Velperplein, going in the direction of
Willemsplein. The frog in the
background was the only hand
operated frog on the system. The
loop was (probably) for testing the
then brand new trolleybuses and
later used for late trips to the depot,
until removed in March 1958. The
use of this loop wasn't very popular
with the drivers, as there was never a
conductor on board to operate the
frog. They didn't want to abandon
their money and tickets (or leave
their warm spot behind the wheel),
so quite often they went on via the
bus station instead. No wiring
remains at this spot today.
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armature. As any decision about handing over 101 to a museum had to be made
by the Arnhem local council, I wrote a formal letter and they decided that 101
would be presented to the Dutch division of the NTA for future preservation. The
council committee needed only a few minutes to decide, as the item on the
agenda was what we call a "hammer piece", meaning that the councillors had
agreed beforehand, so no discussion or voting was required. The chairman
wished us every success, and I hope that the members of the council committee
have eventually seen what a good and wise decision they made at that moment!
Afterwards, my father told me he had phoned one of the aldermen he knew well,
asking him to inform his colleague with public transport in his portfolio. He did so
and I think that is why it was a "hammer piece" in the council committee meeting.
I am still grateful that my father  now long deceased  made that phone call!

Arnhem 101 in the
garden of Otto
Tanger, together
with 1944 Dodge
tower wagon no.2,
owned by the
author's brother
Jaap, and in the
process of
restoration

Photo:
Paul van Onzen

On 1 December 1972, 101 was towed to Otto’s garden by the council's last
surviving GMC, which was even older than 101 and still being used for sprinkling
salt and sand on Anthem's slippery roads during winter time. Later on, 101 was
joined by Dodge tower wagon no.2, which dated back to 1944 and had been
rebodied by Ravenhorst in 1955 and withdrawn in 1977. It was later rescued from
a scrap dealer, where it was hidden under a pile of old cars. It survived
remarkably well and the engine very soon started again with the aid of a new
battery. No.101 stayed on Otto’s premises for exactly ten years, with a short
interruption in 1974 to take part in the "25 years of trolleybuses" jubilee exhibition
at the depot. For this event, she was towed to the depot and back by the Ward la
France crane vehicle, a big and strong brute still in use at that time for planting
and pulling out traction poles. Both these exarmy vehicles are long gone, alas.

In the meantime, there were more trolleybus enthusiasts in and around Arnhem
who helped to keep 101 looking smart, as far as our limited means permitted.
And quite a few trolleybus enthusiasts from Britain visited 101 (and the last few
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A solid restoration job was done. Initially 101 was stripped “to the bone”, sand
blasted and piece by piece built up again. A lot of the mechanics were eager to
work on 101, doing their original craft, which was no longer needed on modern
buses. At first there was thought of new electrical equipment, but, after
examination, all the original contactors were still in a sufficiently good condition
and were used again. British quality!

Restoration of 101
in progress in the
GVA workshops,
Autumn 1983

Photo:
Paul van Onzen

Arnhem BUT trolleybuses still active) at that period. At that time, BUTs 124 and
132 and the 137143 series were still operational: nos.124 and 132 weren’t
normally on the road on Saturdays and Sundays, but it took only a short phone
call to the depot on a Friday evening to be sure that 124 and 132, and as many
as possible of the 137 series, were on the road that weekend. They were even
put onto route 3, despite having been banned from this route long ago, for fear of
a breakdown of one of these veterans: that would have caused the traffic jam of
the year on the Rhine Bridge (now the John Frost Bridge), which was then the
only bridge across the Rhine in Arnhem. After all those years I still see some of
those fellow British enthusiasts at the East Anglia Transport Museum and at
Sandtoft, most of them now retired and, like me, with grey hair!

I knew quite a lot of Arnhem trolleybus drivers in those days, and some time in
1981 a group of them came to see me about handing over 101. This group
wanted to restore 101 in their spare time, with the help of the regular mechanics.
The GVA board agreed and soon 101 left her temporary resting place and was
towed back to the depot. This time the towing vehicle was a UNIMOG, which
could barely hold 101 downhill on the Van Heemstralaan. It was a wonderful
sight: all those trolleybus drivers with a very open mouth, seeing a “ghost”
passing by. This was a real surprise to most of them, as they thought that 101
had been sent to the scrap yard after the "25 years of trolleybuses" exhibition.
Back at the depot, 101 was welcomed by a former inspector, with tears in his
eyes. And he wasn’t the only emotional one.
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In 1984 I was able to see the last chapter of the restoration of 101. There were
quite a lot of test trips, including one to Velp to my parents’ house for a coffee
break. 101 was parked in front of the house with the booms down; the ultimate
dream coming true after all those years. And I still have strong memories of the
first test trips on the, then, new route 9: no.101 was one of the first trolleybuses
on this route, where she achieved 75–80 km/hr (the speedometer doesn’t go that
far, so the experienced driver had to guess!) on the double bus lane crossing the
Rhine. I don’t think no.101 had ever gone that fast before, with the motor well
balanced and the collector shield removed to observe the (sparking of the) upper
brush set. The motor behaved well and only with some vibration, as is normal at
a speed over 50 km/hr. During this test run the crew of Fahrleitungsbau from
Essen, Germany, who erected the overhead on route 9, were looking out of the
roof hatch (emergency exit), watching the interaction between the booms and the
overhead. They had clearly done a good job as there were no dewirements.
Residents along this new trolleybus route took a lot of pictures, seeing 101
passing by and awaiting when she returned. On 6 June 1984, when the Minister
of Traffic, Mrs Neely SmitKroes, opened new trolleybus route 9 by putting 101’s
booms on the wires, 101 was the star of the show. After that she (no.101) ran well
and she still does now and  let’s hope  for many years to come.

We can often see what a splendid job was done whenever we see our "Grand
Old Lady", 101, travelling under her own power in Arnhem, both on familiar routes
and on routes noone dreamt of in 1949  or even in 1972. 101 is now an icon
and an important part of Arnhem history. So after all, it was good that 101 stayed
in Arnhem and she now boldly goes where no BUT trolleybus has gone before,

Making one of her regular appearances on the Arnhem system, 101 at the trolleybus stop near
Mariëndaal, Utrechtseweg, on route 1 between Arnhem and Oosterbeek, seen on 1 May 2016.

Photo: Paul van Onzen
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on new roads in Arnhem and on travels abroad. No.101 has been to Solingen
and perhaps will visit Salzburg one day. 101 must have been the first trolleybus of
British origin to go Germany and operate there under her own power. And, I think,
noone noticed.

The first year after restoration, 101 was in service on Saturdays on route 1. One
Saturday I was waiting at Arnhem's main railway station for a number 1 to Velp.
And there she came, in full glory. When putting my “strippenkaart” (the national
ticket for bus and tram in those days) on the “pay table” next to the driver's seat
to have it stamped by the driver, I suddenly realised how wonderful and terrific it
was to enter 101 and pay for a trip. Had we only known a few years earlier!

You can divide the life of 101 into four parts: 1949–1972 in active service as a
public transport vehicle, 1972–1982 stored and awaiting her future fate, 1982–
1984 undergoing restoration at Arnhem depot, and finally after 1984 as a
museum vehicle. Operating in service for 23 years is not bad at all (even for a
trolleybus), but her life as a museum vehicle in working order is now even longer
than that, as must be the case of (nearly) all British museum trolleybuses.

Although not currently on display, no.101 is normally stored in the Arnhem depot
of the local operator Breng, which is a subsidary of Connexxion  the holding
company that now owns 101. The fact that 101 stayed in Arnhem after all doesn’t
mean she can’t make a visit to the UK at some time in the future to see some of
her also beautifullyrestored trolleybus relatives (there are common roots, so to
say). This would show the British enthusiasts and the general public a museum
trolleybus from abroad, over 67 years old, with British origins, from an existing
and expanding trolleybus network. Let us hope that one day no.101 will visit the
UK, and then another dream comes true, as I can hardly wait to see 101
alongside a London trolleybus!

David Hanchett & Francis Whitehead
The 2016 AGM took place on Sunday 13 November, having been arranged for
the same weekend as our Twilight Trolleyday to enable some of our members to
avoid making an extra journey. Members who arrived early were treated to a
demonstration of shunting: trolleybuses from the previous day’s operations were
being put away, whilst others were being rearranged in the depot as required by
the engineering department’s work schedule. One of these vehicles was
Wellington 82, which gave those members present one last ride for the year.
Chairman’s Report
Graham Bilbé opened the formal proceedings with a warm welcome to the 37
members attending. He then spoke of the Museum’s sadness at the loss of three
of its members: David Croft, John Shellard and Jean Flint. However, we have
gained a number of new regular volunteers, who are very welcome. Graham
brought the meeting up to date on the plan to purchase land for the Museum’s
expansion, advising that negotiations have been completely stalled for a very
long period. He then referred to his announcement at the 2015 AGM that TA
White and Sons had required the Museum to remove its vehicles from storage
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rented from them. This had left us desperately short of undercover vehicle
accommodation and, despite the Board's active efforts to find alternative space
locally, no solution has yet been found.
Looking at the year’s achievements, Wellington 82 had entered service, its
restoration having cost around £60,000, of which about £40,000 has been
sourced from Museum funds. Bournemouth 297 had been purchased from the
Bournemouth Passenger Transport Association for a nominal one pound, and the
British Trolleybus Society had bought sister vehicle 301 for the same price and
plans to transfer it to the Museum when suitable accommodation becomes
available. Whilst 297 had failed with contactor problems on the eve of its planned
launch into service, it should now be able to enter service early in 2017.
Recently, London Transport 1348 had been formally handed over to the Museum
by the Transport Museum Society of Ireland, having previously been on a 25year
loan. Johannesburg 589 had recently been moved from the Reading area to a
workshop near Dorking to enable restoration to be taken to completion by a new
contractor, overseen by a dedicated management group. This follows the
considerable work that has already been carried out. A programme of work is
being planned for the restoration or spruceup of various Museumowned
vehicles, including Nottingham 466, Bradford 834, St Helens 387, Reading 144,
Douglas 52, and London RT 3323.
The Museum’s traction poles continue to be repainted by a contractor, and most
of those in Sandtoft Square are now looking wonderful!
Next, on behalf of the Board, Graham extended thanks to the many volunteers
and vehicle restorers who have given their time during the past year; without their
input the aims of the Museum would come to nothing. He named those who had
given outstanding service during the last twelve months, including Stewart David,
who had taken up the post of Managing Director following his election to the
Board at the 2015 AGM. After saying that John Stainforth was retiring as editor of
Sandtoft Scene after an outstanding 5year term and thanking him, he
announced that a new team would be taking over in the spring (More on page 5 
Ed). He also said that Tony Stephenson is retiring from the Sunbeam Cycle Shop,
and thanked him for his services as part of its dedicated team.
Dave Chick aided Graham in describing improvements that have gained the
praise of several of our disabled visitors, and mentioned a report on work that
could be done to further improve accessibility. Dave also mentioned the work with
Trip Advisor and the award received as a result of high ratings from visitors. In
addition, Dave maintains our Facebook page, a very effective way of informing
people of our presence, but an activity that requires ongoing work to post
responses and keep it uptodate.
The Museum had also benefited from publicity via the television series Shipping
Wars, when the movement of Athens 5088 from Sandtoft to the East Anglia
Transport Museum was screened.
Financial Director’s Report
Francis Whitehead spoke about the Company’s formal accounts for the financial
year ending 31 January 2016. These had been available beforehand on the
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Museum website's Members’ Area, and he also provided attendees with a more
detailed report showing budgeted and actual figures for that year. Francis then
illustrated the main aspects of the period’s financial activities with a graphical
presentation (also available in the Members' Area at www.sandtoft.org/members).
The underlying 201516 figures had been significantly distorted by two
extraordinary sets of transactions: one was the planned  but heavy  expenditure
on the restoration of Wellington 82, using Museum funds in addition to the PRISM
grant received in 2013; the other was the receipt of a number of large donations
(some of 5 figures) as part of the fundraising efforts for restoring Johannesburg
589. Each financial year seems to have some sort of extraordinary figures, so it
was interesting to see a chart illustrating income over recent years with donations
to vehicles separated out. This showed an underlying decline in general income
over the past four years, possibly caused by the worldwide economic climate.
The performance of the shop and café were (more or less) holding their own, and
another chart highlighted the total income and expenditure for Wellington 82
since we acquired it in late2012. A final illustration showed that total visitor
numbers in 2015 were slightly down on 2014’s high, but overall had been
relatively flat over the past 8 years. The meeting voted unanimously to adopt the
accounts.

Looking forward, Francis said he would like to see visitor numbers increase.
Membership subscriptions would not be increased in 2017, but a review of the
rates would be carried out during the second half of the year, once the costs of
the new arrangements for producing and posting out Sandtoft Scene were clear,
and in the light of the other costs associated with serving members. The cost for
owners of maintaining their vehicles at the Museum would also be reviewed, and
the option for owners to make 5year advance vehicle maintenance payments will
be repeated as existing arrangements come to an end.

Elections

The Company Secretary was required to retire by rotation, but as Bruce Lake
was seeking reelection unopposed, he was duly returned to the post. An election
was held for two ordinary directors retiring by rotation: Graham Bilbé and Nick
Broxholme were seeking reelection whilst David Hanchett was challenging. The
results were: Graham Bilbé: 31 votes, Nick Broxholme: 22 votes and David
Hanchett: 14 votes. Graham Bilbé and Nick Broxholme were therefore returned to
office. Finally, it was unanimously agreed that Stephen Kerry of Tonbridge should
be reappointed as accountant and auditor for the following twelve months.

MEMBERS’ FORUM: Informal Discussions with a Q & A session
Publicity: Francis Whitehead feels that local publicity of open days works well,
but some adverts placed in local papers in the past have not produced the
hopedfor results, so were effectively a waste of money. The publicity budget for
201617 had been reduced somewhat and is being rigorously enforced. It was
suggested that A4 posters could be made available on the Members’ Area of the
website for members to print and have displayed in their locality. Another idea put
forward was that members living locally could leave copies of Sandtoft Scene in
doctors' and dentists' waiting rooms.
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Staff discounts: Graham Bilbé agreed to refer to the Board a suggestion that all
working volunteers should be given a staff discount in the café, whether or not
they have been issued with a Museum badge.
Open Days: Proposals for the 2017 open days programme include a Yorkshire
weekend and a steam weekend, similar to that held in 2015.
Buildings: The Board is planning a new steel building to hold (nominally) 8
’buses. It will be located north of “Burntwood” and could be available in late
Spring 2017. Hope was expressed that it could be used as a running depot for
operational vehicles.
The issue of the dysfunctional depot doors was raised again. Graham Bilbé
spoke of a proposal made eight years ago to refurbish or replace them, but
replacement is currently unlikely because of the lack of sufficient funds.
Sustainability initiatives: In response to a suggestion that, by investing in solar
panels we might be able to run our trolleybuses for free, Francis Whitehead
replied that if "green" proposals like this were consolidated and presented in the
form of a sustainable development plan for the Museum, it might well be eligible
for grant funding and possibly an application to the Heritage Lottery Fund.
Overhead: When asked about the possibility of completing the overhead wiring
loop by the Isle Tour bus stop, Graham Bilbé said that it would not be impossible
to do but time needed to be found to do it.

New Volunteers: The following members have recently become volunteers,
and we are very pleased to welcome them to our staff:
David Bowler has joined the Traffic Department and, after the requisite training,

qualified as a trolleybus conductor on 18 September. Although living in
Switzerland means that David's journey to Sandtoft is a long one(!), he still
hopes to be at the Museum more regularly in the future.

Eric Moy is now working in the archive room as assistant to archivist Adrian
Dennison, and has already been busy cataloguing recentlyacquired material
(more on that below).

Winter Working Parties: A series of working weekends is again being
planned during the months of January to March. This is often the only time we
can do work on some of our larger improvement projects, so please consider
coming along to help: there will be plenty to do! Although the dates were not
finalised when we went to press, we will be sending details to everyone on our
members@sandtoft.org mailing list. To add your name to this mailing list, simply
send a blank email to membersubscribe@sandtoft.org.

The Archives Department: Adrian Dennison has been working behind the
scenes for a number of years sorting through donations, organising them and
cataloguing them. Lately we have seen a dramatic increase in donations  notably
photographs, books and documents  and as a result Adrian has found himself in
need of assistance. We recently welcomed Eric Moy to help reduce the current
backlog, and further volunteers are needed: please contact
archive@sandtoft.org.
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Inside Track David Hanchett
Last August, the Museum opened its doors to a party of around 40 visitors
travelling with railway holiday company Inside Track, which operates a variety of
excursion programmes based principally on railway themes. On Saturday, 8
October, a second group organised by Inside Track spent an afternoon with us.

They arrived by modern motor coach, as the nearest railway station is not within
walking distance, and were welcomed with a light lunch including cakes (home
made as usual) by our Tea Trolley Café team. As had been requested, three
trolleybuses provided the regular service  London 1348, Nottingham 493 and
Glasgow TB78  and Sheffield Atlantean 1357 conveyed the group on a tour of
the Isle of Axholme in two journeys.

Interestingly, one of the visitors had been a trolleybus conductor in Hull and
another had been a driver in Maidstone. The latter physically jumped up and
down with excitement at the unexpected chance once again to sit in the cab of a
vehicle from that municipality  and your scribe hopes that he will be that fit when
he reaches the same age! There was real interest in the intricacies of practical
trolleybus operation then and now  so much so that it was difficult for the tour
manager to get them all back on the coach at departure time as some were still
asking informed questions of our volunteers.

It will be great to see further groups organised by Inside Track next year, and the
idea that private groups can visit our establishment seems to be catching on.
What a great way to spread the word about what the Museum does! Thanks are
due to Stewart David who coordinated the visit, and to the traffic, engineering and
café teams who made it happen. But most of all, thanks to Inside Track for
coming!

Photo: David Hanchett
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East Kent Trolleybus Group (from Jeff White)
Bradford 704: The offside upper deck has now been completely repainted and
all the windows fitted, albeit not in the standard order. All the upper deck windows
are now in place, plus all those in the nearside lower deck, although a window
pan for the nearside cab window still needs to be sourced.

Work has continued apace on removing panels on the lower deck on both sides
of the vehicle, and this revealed some almost nonexistent metalwork which has
been replaced, together with some rotten timber. The Group has stripped the old
“Kinos” advert and its accompanying paintwork off the nearside. The nearside
upper deck roof panels have been filled, rubbed down and primed prior to the
installation of the final two windows on that side. Work on refitting some of the
misaligned body panels has been slowed by a lack of strapping and beading, but
that is now being sourced.

The trolley bases were extremely dirty and the nearside one has been taken off
to work on at ground level. It has now been stripped down and thoroughly
cleaned, and will be much lighter to lift back up to the roof without its springs and
other removable pieces.

The Group has also been busy stripping paint between the decks prior to
repainting that area. The work around the cab area is almost complete and Dave
Harris has kindly donated two wheels with decent tyres, so that 704 will have a
full set of good tyres. The temporary flooring has been removed and all the visible
chassis parts have been derusted and Hammerite applied. Whilst this was being
done, it was discovered that the chassis extension that was added prior to fitting
the East Lancashire body had an inch and a half difference between the two
longitudinal bearers, which has made the rear framing a little difficult to align.

Remembering David Croft  an additional tribute
Dear 'Scene
David Croft was not the talkative type. He preferred to listen than expostulate.
During a conversation, his input would generally be "Yes," ... "No.", ... "Yes," ...
"Yes," and so on in his gentle Bradford accent. However, if one came to
something that he did not agree with, his responses changed abruptly. "That's not
right, that is quite wrong because ...." would be the gist of a passionate,
authoritative and carefully thoughtout argument. He did not like a conversation to
just wash over him.
On the rare occasion that he was asked about the multiplicity of historical
subjects he had studied or experienced at first hand, he was meticulous in
replying, always thoroughly considered, never overegged and never boring!
David was a master local historian, who was just as happy in a library or
conducting a trolleybus. Sadly, conversations at the Green Tree carvery will never
be the same again.

David Hanchett, Melbourne (Derbyshire)



With FLTM's "Under the Wires" sign in the
background, Stewart David receives a plaque
in recognition of our hospitality from their
Chairman, Barry LeJeune

Photo: Geoff Ragg

Postscript  some recent news
We were very touched that David Croft decided to remember the Trolleybus
Museum in his will. In addition to taking delivery recently of a large part of his
collection of books and archive material, the Museum will also be benefiting from
a substantial bequest from David's estate.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

From the Friends of London Transport Museum:

Dear 'Scene

I just wanted to put on record our thanks for providing such a memorable visit to
Sandtoft on 22 October. Everything was so well organised and every member of
your team of volunteers was a great credit to the Trolleybus Museum. We were
very impressed with your bus crews, who put on such an enjoyable experience
for our members.

The enthusiasm of your people was infectious: the guys who were guiding us
passed on all the stories about the vehicles, which made it so interesting, What
also stood out was the driver who gave us the final ride on 1348: the way he
drove took away the fact we were simply going round in a large circle. We were
all transported to being on a 629 from Enfield to Tottenham Court Road. It took
me back to when I worked on the platform out of Wood Green Depot, when we
were called out on overtime to cover the Spurs games. There were up to 15
vehicles parked off the wires waiting for the crowds to come out. You always used
to get stick from the supporters, so on those duties you left the two bottom clips
off the Gibson ticket machine. If they gave you any real “grief”, you would swing
round, accidentally tapping them on the back of the head, "Oh, sorry guv. Can
someone lift him back on his seat?" I was only there for a year, but working on
trolleybuses was always the highlight of any platform career.

It was a perfect day out: please do thank everyone for their contribution. Our
members loved the lunch and the
homemade cakes, and they asked me
to pass on their thanks to the catering
staff. As our Chairman, Barry LeJeune,
said, if your members would like to
come down and visit us on the Acton
open days (held for just two weekends
a year), we will of course lay out the
"red carpet".

Michael Kay, Tour Manager, London
Transport Museum Friends



ADMISSION (charges include a Gift Aid donation):
Adult £8.00 Senior (61+) £7.00 Concession £6.00 Family (2 Adults + up to 4 Concessions) £25.50

denotes Isle Coaches service 291 11.00am departure from Doncaster Interchange Bay
C5, connects with free Museum bus at Epworth. Return at 4.10pm to connect at Epworth
with Isle Coaches service 399 to Doncaster (where it arrives 5.35pm).

denotes FREE bus service from Doncaster Interchange (adjacent to railway station)
direct to the Trolleybus Museum. Departs Interchange, Bay C6, at 12.00noon. Return
departs Museum at 4.00pm. (journey time approximately 40 minutes).
NOTE: Additional journeys will run on Sandtoft Gathering Day (Sunday, 30 July) and on the
Isle of Axholme Running & Rally Day (Sunday, 15 October)  visit www.sandtoft.org for times.

NOTE: Certain 2017 dates publicised before 15 December 2016 have had to be changed:
please ensure you are aware of the corrected dates as shown below.

Open 11.00am  5.00pm unless stated otherwise

For full uptodate details, visit www.sandtoft.org

On Sandtoft Gathering 2017 Day (30 July 2017) shown above on dark red background:
Adult £10.00 Senior (61+) £8.50 Concession £6.50 Family (2 Adults+ up to 4 Concessions) £29.50

Free Bus



Saturday 15 April 
Sunday 16 April
Monday 17 April Free Bus

Saturday 29 July 
(Open 11.00am  10.00pm)

1940s Trolleyday with buses to & from Haxey 1940s event

’Gathering Saturday Trolleyday  a preview of Gathering Day
itself with twilight trolleybus operation, BBQ & real ale beer tent

Late Summer Bank Holiday weekend:
Big City Weekend Trolleydays
 featuring trolleybuses from big cities home & abroad

Sandtoft Gathering 2017
with visiting historic vehicles, transport flea market, live music,
real ale beer tent and lots for the family to see and do

Twilight & After Dark Trolleyday
 with twilight and afterdark trolleybus operation

Trolleydays Plus  Blues & Twos Weekend
 featuring visiting historic 999 vehicles with dramatic
emergency services displays and demonstrations

Weekend Trolleydays Plus with 2Day Steam Rally

Trolleyday Plus with East Yorkshire Thoroughbred Car Club Rally

Trolleyday

Saturday 29 April 
Sunday 30 April
Monday 1 May Free Bus

Spring Bank Holiday Weekend Trolleydays
Presented by the British Trolleybus Society

Saturday 23 September 
Sunday 24 September

Saturday 27 May 
Sunday 28 May
Monday 29 May Free Bus

Saturday 18 November 
(Open 11.00am  6.00pm)

Saturday 13 May 
Sunday 14 May

Weekend Trolleydays
 remembering trolleybuses in Maidstone 50 years after the network closed

May Day Bank Holiday weekend:
Yorkshire Weekend Trolleydays Plus
with Trolleybuses and Buses from Yorkshire, and
SUNDAY ONLY  LIVE MUSIC FROM ROOM 21 BIG BAND

Saturday 26 August 
Sunday 27 August
Monday 28 August

Sunday 17 September

Saturday 19 August 
Sunday 20 August

Sunday 15 October

Sunday 30 July
(Open 10.00am  6.00pm)

Free Bus

Saturday 28 October 
Sunday 29 October

Saturday 16 September 
Trolleyday Plus with Vintage Coach Rally

Trolleyday Plus with Isle of Axholme Running Day & Rally

Weekend Trolleydays
 and it's Hallowe'en!

Saturday 17 June 
Sunday 18 June

Saturday 1 July 
Sunday 2 July

Free Bus

Free Bus

Free Bus

Free Bus

Free Bus

Worldwide Weekend Trolleydays
 featuring our trolleybuses from overseas

Weekend Trolleydays with, SUNDAY ONLY, free hourly bus
service to and from Thorne North Station and Thorne 1940s event




